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Man who fled from Africa wrongly claimed £23k benefits 

JAIL FOR ASYLUM 
SEEKER IN FRAUD 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


A FORMER asylum seeker 
who fraudulently claimed 
more than £23,000 after 
failing to notify the author¬ 
ities he had moved in with 
his partner has been jailed. 

Tamba Gborie received tax cred¬ 
it payments over a three-year peri¬ 
od that he was not entitled to. 

His partner Mary Koroma - who received 
£14,000 more than she should have - was 
only spared jail so her three young children 
did not have to go into care. 

Judge Michael Challinor said both were 
guilty of a ‘cynical and deliberate fraud’. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard Gbo¬ 
rie, aged 36, had fled from Sierra Leone to 
seek asylum in the UK. His request was 
granted in 2010 when he began claiming 
benefits. 

Gborie and Koroma, aged 38, of Cypress 
Road, Delves, Walsall, failed to declare the 
fact they were living together as partners 
and continued to receive payments between 
2010 and 2013 on the basis they were liv¬ 
ing alone. When interviewed by police both 
claimed they did not know they were break¬ 
ing the law, the court heard. 

Dishonesty 

Gborie, now of Coveley Grove, Winson 
Green, Birmingham, who pleaded guilty to 
two counts of failing to notify a change in 
circumstances, was jailed for nine months. 

Judge Challinor said: “It seems to me a 
significant aggravating feature you were 
living together and would have been aware 
of each other’s dishonesty. 

“This was a cynical and deliberate fraud 
made worse by the fact you asked for pro¬ 
tection from the UK and then repaid that 
indulgence by fleecing the taxpayer. Your 
actions have a significant impact on other 
seeking asylum who work hard and obey 
the rules. They are affected by you.” 

However, Koroma, who pleaded guilty to 
four counts of the same charge, was spared 
prison after the court heard she was the 
sole carer for her three children, all aged 
under six, who would likely have had to be 
placed into care. 

Her 12-month jail sentence was sus¬ 
pended for 18 months. She must also com¬ 
plete 200 hours of unpaid work. 

The judge said: “The consequences of 
that would be three young children who are 
entirely blameless being left without any¬ 
one to look after them and for their sake 
I spare you of immediate imprisonment.” 


PLAYERS ARE ON TARGET TO BRING FESTIVE CHEER 




CHRISTMAS came early for 
children in hospital after they 
received a visit from Walsall FC 
players, who came bearing gifts 
and were happy to pose for pho¬ 
tographs. 

Skipper Adam Chambers, 
Craig MacGillivray, Andy Taylor 
and Sam Mantom were among 
the players visiting Walsall 
Manor Hospital. 

There were smiles all round 
as the players made their way 
through the hospital corridors 
greeting patients and the public. 

The players first visited the 
children’s ward before going to 
the paediatric assessment unit 
and finishing at the outpatients’ 
ward. 

They then topped off their fes¬ 
tive visit by singing a few verses 
of ‘We wish you a Merry Christ¬ 
mas’ along with staff, parents 
and patients who joined in. 

Chambers said: “We have been 
doing this visit to the hospital for 
a few years now. 

Spirits 

“It’s great to be able to give 
back and brighten up the day for 
the little ones. It is never nice 
being in hospital at this time of 
year. 

“It is never nice at any time 
of year, but especially at Christ¬ 
mas, so anything we can do to try 
and lift their spirits and brighten 
there day, we are more than 
happy to do.” 

Defender Andy Taylor added: 
“Coming up to Christmas time, 
hopefully we can bring a little bit 
of joy to the kids.” 

One patient on the Children’s 
Ward was one-year-old Lily-Mae 
Hamilton. Lily-Mae, from Blox- 
wich, suffers with cerebral palsy 
and can’t speak. However, she 
certainly expressed her delight 
when the team presented her 
with a pink stuffed elephant. 

Mum Kelly said: “It was really 
nice to be visited by the team. 
They were talking to Lily and 
she was smiling and waving. She 
also loved having her photograph 
taken.” 


Staff nurse Tina Worrall with, front, Adam Chambers, James Baxendale, Paul Downing, back, Amadou Bakayoko, Craig 
MacGillivray, Romaine Sawyers, Liam Kinsella, James O’Connor, Andy Taylor and Sam Mantom at the Manor Hospital 


Community director for Saddlers Adam Davy and Saddlers centre back James O’Connor meets Keira 
player Liam Kinsella shows youngster Jenson his toys Dyoss, aged five, from Reedswood 


DEATH 

Former Methodist 
minister dies, 73 



A FORMER female minister of churches 
in Walsall has died, aged 73, after a 
lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Rev Elaine Woolley had also served 
at Trinity Church in Hednesford along 
with Chads- 
moor Method¬ 
ist Church and 
Florence Street 
Methodist in Fied- 
nesford. 

She was taken 
into New Cross 
H ospital with 
chest pains on 
Sunday, Decem¬ 
ber 13, and died 
peacefully the 
same day. 

Rev Woolley was a trailblazer for 
women, being one of the country’s first 
female Methodist ministers, and spent 
time alongside Mother Teresa at the 
Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta. 

The former midwife, who was also a 
Chaplain at RAF Stafford, and her hus¬ 
band John also lived in The Gambia in 
West Africa where they preached and 
worked extensively in the community. 

Her cremation will be held at 2.15pm 
on Wednesday, January 6 at Bushbury 
Crematorium, Wolverhampton, with a 
thanksgiving service at Trinity Method¬ 
ist Church, Flednesford, at 3.15 pm. For 
details contact A J Sellman Funeral Di¬ 
rectors on 01543 502322. 


Rev Woolley 


FOOTBALL 


New era for Saddlers 
as O’Driscoll installed 


WALSALL Football Club started a new era 
with the appointment of Sean O’Driscoll 
as the club’s new manager. Born in Wol¬ 
verhampton, O’Driscoll was immediately 
available as replacement for outgoing 
boss Dean Smith after he left as assistant 
manager of Liverpool in October. 

Fie has also managed Bournemouth, 
Bristol City and England’s under-19s side. 

O’Driscoll replaces Dean Smith who had 
been in charge at the Banks’s Stadium for 
almost five years before leaving to join 
Championship side Brentford. 

It is believed the former midfielder was 
recommended to club officials by Smith. 

• Full report - Page 28 
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Dave gets Santa back to Bearwood 



Dave Upson in his Santa garb 


HE may not have been welcome at 
Birmingham’s Bullring, but Santa 
brought festive cheer to a party shop in 
the Black Country. 

David Upson, aged 69 from Oldbury, 
is known in Bearwood as Santa Dave. 
Recently, he was turned away from the 
Bullring by security guards after being 
told he was not allowed to enter in his 
costume ‘as it was private property’. 

Mr Upson has posted his experience 
on Facebook, which has now been 
shared by friends and supporters of 
Santa Dave more than 5,000 times. 


But Mr Upson did not let it get him 
out of the festive spirit where he visited 
the shop Mad as a Hatter in the days up 
to Christmas. Mr Upson, a retired land 
surveyor, has been dressing up as Santa 
for the last 16 years. 

He said: “I thoroughly enjoy playing 
Santa and love the Mad as a Hatter 
shop - I’ve been involved with them for 
as long as they’ve been opened. I love 
talking to the kids and making this 
time of year extra special for them. 

“The shop is a lovely, friendly and 
quirky place and I see it as a home from 


home. It’s a great place to bring Santa 
season to Bearwood and I’m sure the 
kids are going to be very excited.” 

Owner of Mad as a Hatter Hayley Al- 
brigt was equally as excited to get the 
Christmas days underway. She said: 
“Dave spends a lot of time with us in 
the shop and has an incredibly good 
heart. He does so much for charity 
without charging anything. 

“We always welcome him with open 
arms here. We’re hoping around 100 to 
150 parents and children to each day 
and I’m as equally excited as them.” 


Service chief hits out 
at staffing crisis fears 

THE boss of West Midlands 
Ambulance Service claims the 
region has the highest ratio of 
paramedics on the front line in 
the UK - despite a union insist¬ 
ing the country is facing a major 
staffing crisis. 

Chief executive Anthony Marsh’s 
comments come after workers union 
GMB claimed unfilled vacancies and 
staff shortages is meaning existing 
staff have to shoulder more respon¬ 
sibility and crews responding to 999 
calls are staffed inadequately. 

Rehana Azam, GMB acting national sec¬ 
retary, said: “The vacancy rate across the 
ambulance service is reaching dangerous 
levels. 

“This, combined with staff shortages, 
means existing staff have to shoulder more 
responsibility and crews responding to 999 
calls are staffed inadequately. The service 
needs proper investment and full recogni¬ 
tion of skills if we are to retain staff.” 

But Mr Marsh, said: “As a trust we have 
the highest ratio of paramedics on the front 
line of any UK ambulance service. We are 
fully committed to achieving our ambition 
of having a paramedic on every emergency 
ambulance and response car which will be 
the only ambulance service in the country 
to achieve this objective. 

Recruit 

“As a consequence of our ongoing in¬ 
vestment in recruitment and training we 
are fully staffed; we have no paramedic va¬ 
cancies and to continue to actively recruit 
student and graduate paramedics to our 
highly successful paramedic training pro¬ 
gramme. 

“This is a two year ‘hands on’ training 
contract that ensures we are fully prepared 
for when existing staff do leave the service; 
for example when they reach retirement 

age. 

“In collaboration with commissioners, 
we are continuing to offer additional train¬ 
ing programmes to existing paramedics to 
enhance their existing medical skills. 

Our advanced paramedics can treat even 
more people at home for their medical issue 
with such treatments including suturing 
minor wounds and also carrying out sample 
tests to check for water infections.” 


Ladies make the weight for dates 



Women from the Cambridge Weight Plan with the calendar, from left, Kay Bowen, Louise Peck and Sarah Westwood 


THEY collectively lost more than 
20 stone between them - now they 
are baring all to raise money for a 
life-saving piece of kit. 

The women, who lost the pounds 
taking on the Cambridge Weight 
Plan, stripped off for a naked cal¬ 
endar which is now on sale. 

Louise Peck, Kay Bowen, Nicky 
Evans, Karen Freeman, Tanya 
Mercer, Brigitte Rafferty, Kerry 
Salmon, Nicky Colyer, Tiffany 
Johnson and organiser Sarah West- 
wood hope to raise £2,000 for a new 


automated external defibrillator. 
The girls are unsure where they 
will place the new defibrillator, but 
have said it will be local. 

Ms Bowen, from Sedgley, said: 
“This calendar has been created by 
a team of Cambridge consultants 
and clients based in the West Mid¬ 
lands with photographs of success¬ 
ful slimmers who have collectively 
lost over 20 stone using the CWP 
programme.” 

Wolverhampton-based Dark 
Lens Photographic Services pro¬ 


vided the photo shoot free of 
charge while ALK Print provided 
the photographs.This is not the 
first time Cambridge Weight Plan 
have raised money for charity. In 
January earlier this year the girls 
raised over £100 for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s cardiac unit to coincide with 
National Obesity Awareness Week. 

On their roadshow they also vis¬ 
ited, Dudley, Sedgley, Walsall and 
Stafford. Anyone interested in buy¬ 
ing a calendar can call Cambridge 
Weight Plan on 01536 403344. 


Parents are 
found guilty 
over child 
abuse claim 

A MOTHER and father have been found 
guilty of causing or allowing serious 
harm to their three-year-old boy, who 
had a fractured skull, arm and leg and 
extensive bruising. 

The jury took one hour and 37 min¬ 
utes to find the pair, who can not be 
identified, guilty at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court after a six-day trial. The 
former partners are in their 20s and 
from Walsall. 

The boy’s father was found guilty of 
three counts of causing or allowing se¬ 
rious harm to come to a child. He had 
earlier pleaded guilty to one charge of 
cruelty to a person under the age of 15. 

The child’s mother was found guilty of 
one count of causing or allowing serious 
harm to a child, having earlier pleaded 
guilty to two counts. She was also pre¬ 
viously pleaded guilty to one count of 
cruelty to a person under the age of 15. 

Judge James Burbidge told the pair: 
“It is just and proper that I wait to de¬ 
termine sentence in your case for two 
reasons. Firstly so I can obtain reports 
on you both from the probation officer. 

“And secondly so I can find out the 
up-to-date position with regard to the 
children. You might not necessarily 
leave the court through the front door 
on January 21.” 

The boy and the couple’s other two 
children are together at a safe foster 
home. During the trial, the court heard 
how the child’s father had told his part¬ 
ner to slap her son ‘until it works’, be¬ 
fore the boy suffered fractured skull and 
severe bruising. 

Council debt hits 
record at £600m 

WOLVERHAMPTON Council’s debt 
mountain hit a record high of £600 
million over the last year, a new re¬ 
port has revealed. Borrowing at the 
cash-strapped authority has risen by 
almost £100m in the last two years, 
with interest repayments on the general 
fund alone now standing at more than 
£246,000 a week. 

Auditors PricewaterhouseCoopers 
outlined ‘a number of concerns’ over the 
authority’s financial position in future 
years with further Government cuts. 
The council’s annual treasury manage¬ 
ment report shows borrowing stood at 
£600m in January this year. It dropped 
to £585.8m by the end of September. 

Financial chief Councillor Andrew 
Johnson said it was business as usual 
and that the debt was manageable. 

Salon anniversary 
aids church fund 

A WOLVERHAMPTON salon has cel¬ 
ebrated its fifth anniversary, and raised 
hundreds of pounds for a church in the 
process. 

Staff from Salon 27, Penn, held 
a festive party at St Bartholomew’s 
Church.The event raised £310. 
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Offender 
jailed for 
grooming 
teenager 

A SEX offender from Willenhall has 
been jailed for more than three years 
after grooming a 13-year-old girl. 

On four separate occasions 21-year- 
old Robert Turner, from Bloxwich 
Road South, took the schoolgirl into 
some woods and had sex with her. 

Stafford Crown Court heard the 
pair had exchanged messages via 
their Blackberry phones but it was 
the girl who had contacted Turner 
first. Turner admitted four charges of 
sexual activity with a child. 

As well as being jailed for 40 months 
last Wednesday, Turner was also or¬ 
dered to register as a sex offender for 
life and has also been banned from 
working with children for life. 

Judge Jonathan Gosling said 
Turner posed ‘a significant risk to 
young girls’. He told the defendant: 
“This girl was very young, her youth 
and vulnerability were obvious to you. 
You are an intelligent man, the law is 
there to protect girls like this against 
themselves. 

“You knew exactly what you were 
up to and you took full advantage. I 
have seen the messages, they demon¬ 
strate your manipulation of her. You 
have significantly upset her devel¬ 
opment. You have robbed her of the 
freedom a young teenager should 
enjoy.” 

Miss Lynette McClement, defend¬ 
ing, said: “This was a young lady who 
contacted him on Blackberry messag¬ 
ing. He told me she was the first girl 
who had shown him any affection. 
This is an extremely inexperienced 
and socially inept young man.” 


Expanded casino 
good bet for jobs 

A RECRUITMENT drive has been 
launched to find 100 people to work 
at a £4 million casino in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Under plans, The Rubicon Casino 
in Temple Street will expand into the 
empty neighbouring building, for¬ 
merly The Dorchester/Beach night¬ 
club, to create Casino 36. It is due to 
open next year. 

Unemployed people are being tar¬ 
geted over the coming months for 
roles at the casino, with the council 
and Job Centre Plus helping to recruit 
croupiers, hospitality staff, bar staff, 
waiting staff and cleaners. 

An initial 15 trainee croupiers have 
recently been taken on and are cur¬ 
rently undergoing training with The 
National Gaming Academy. 

Salon anniversary 
aids church fund 

A WOLVERHAMPTON salon has 
celebrated its fifth anniversary, and 
raised hundreds of pounds for a 
church in the process. Staff from Sa¬ 
lon 27, Penn held a festive party at St 
Bartholomew’s Church. 


Number of people in work on rise 


THE Government was given a pre-Christmas boost 
on the jobs front after new figures showed near-re¬ 
cord numbers of people in work in the West Mid¬ 
lands as unemployment fell by almost a fifth over 
the last year. 

At the same time the number of people claiming 
out-of-work benefits has continued to fall across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire. 

Nationwide unemployment is now at a seven-year 
low, down by 110,000 in the quarter to October to 
1.7 million. At the same time, across the UK, more 
than 31 million people are in work, the highest since 
comparable records began in 1971. 

In the West Midlands unemployment fell by 3,000 
to 153,000 and has dropped by more than 18 per 


cent in the last 12 months. Employment in the re¬ 
gion rose 22,000 to 2,617,000 over the last quarter. 

Employment Minister Priti Patel said: “The num¬ 
ber of people in work in the West Midlands is almost 
at a record high.” 

Across the country the claimant count - those on 
jobseeker’s allowance and the out of work element 
of Universal Credit - increased by 3,900 last month 
to 796,200, the latest data from the Office for Na¬ 
tional Statistics (ONS) showed. 

In Wolverhampton the claimant count fell by 124 
to 5,885, while in Walsall it was down by 40 to 4,230 
and in Sandwell it fell 105 to 6,335. But the number 
of people claiming benefits in Dudley increased, by 
93, to 5,275. 


Cathy Taylor, from Jobcentre Plus in the Black 
Country, said: “There’s no obvious reason for the 
rise in Dudley. It is certainly against the trend. 
Across the area we have seen the number of young 
people claiming down by 26 per cent, while overall 
claimant figures are down 21 per cent.” 

After the recent Christmas recruitment surge by 
shops and delivery companies, Mrs Taylor said her 
team was now preparing to deal with the first work¬ 
ers to be laid off from Goodyear, which is closing 
over the next two years. 

“We have already been working with people who 
lost their jobs at Caparo. Some have gone back into 
manufacturing but others are looking at jobs in 
other fields.” 


M'way roadworks finally 
complete, six months on 

OVERRUNNING motorway road¬ 
works which caused a year of cha¬ 
os on surrounding roads have fi¬ 
nally been completed - six months 
later than expected. 

Repair work on the link road off the M6 
at Wednesbury on to the M5 in West Bro¬ 
mwich finished last Thursday morning. 

It brings to an end 12 months of misery for 
motorists across the region, caused by sealed 
off lanes and the closure of the M6 Junction 
9 slip road. 

The southbound carriageway has returned to 
full-lane capacity and the slip road reopened. 

But bosses have warned there could be up to 
six overnight closures in the new year on the 
same stretch in order to complete ‘snagging 
works’. 

Highways England project manager Jess 
Kenny said: “We would like to thank motorists 
for their patience throughout the year in what 
has been a long and challenging maintenance 
programme. 

Minimal 

“It was vital that we did this work and we are 
pleased to finally have the roadworks removed. 

In the new year we will need to carry out final 
pieces of work which will be done overnight 
and will have minimal impact on motorists.” 

The work, which was carried out to replace 
damaged waterproofing along the stretch of 
motorway, was originally due to be finished in 
June. 

“But it met a series of delays after it emerged 
that damage underneath the carriageway was 
far worse than bosses had expected. 

The job was extended until November, but 
another four-week delay followed after exten¬ 
sive steel corrosion and concrete damage was 
found. 

As part of the work, the Junction 9 slip road 
at Wednesbury was blocked off. 

This meant drivers were forced to travel 
miles out of their way to access the M6 from 
Walsall town centre. 

In August frustrated residents protested at 
the slip road over fears that its closure had 
caused Walsall to become a gridlocked town. 

Walsall North MP David Winnick said people 
had suffered ‘terribly’ across Walsall as a result 
of the roadworks. 

“I know there will be a lot of relief and sat¬ 
isfaction among the many who have been af¬ 
fected by this,” he added. 


New chapter for psychiatrist 



Dr N M Yousufzai with his book A Psychiatrist’s life which tells the story of his career, is seen at his home 


A PSYCHIATRIST who was born 
in India but went on work in the 
Black Country for decades has 
written his life story. Dr Noor 
Yousufzai, a retired consultant 
psychiatrist and Fellow of the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, has 
written A Psychiatrist’s Life. 

It details Dr Yousufzai’s jour¬ 
ney from a poor but proud family 
in the small town of Najibabad, 
India, through to his success in 
the UK as a clinical tutor, mar¬ 


riage guidance councillor and 
medical director for the Walsall 
Mental Health Trust. 

The 79 year old, who lives in 
Sutton Road, Walsall, said: “I 
am very proud of my book, it was 
difficult to write but I am glad I 
persevered and got to the end. At 
times, I was revisiting sections of 
my past that I knew would upset 
me but I wanted my story to be 
the complete truth, not some¬ 
thing selective. I stopped writing 


for months at a time because I ag¬ 
onised over what my friends and 
family would think of me after 
they read this.” 

As well as being a detailed story 
of Dr Yousufzai’s life, the book 
also acts as an insight into the 
world of psychology and stigma 
that can surround it. 

A Psychiatrist’s Life is availa¬ 
ble online from www.youcaxton. 
co.uk/yousufzai/ or from amazon. 
co.uk 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

6,000 better 
links set up 

MORE than 6,000 businesses and 
households in the Black Country are 
now able to access high-speed fibre 
broadband as part of a rolling pro¬ 
gramme. The Black Country Broad¬ 
band Project said parts of Dudley, 
Walsall, Wednesbury, West Bromwich 
and Wolverhampton are among the 
latest areas to benefit. 

They include the St Matthew’s area 
of Walsall, East Park, south Darlas- 
ton, Friar Park, Charlemont with 
Grove Vale, Halesowen North, Hate- 
ley Heath, Heath Town, Blackheath, 
Langley, Rowley, Bristnall, St Paul’s, 
Tividale and parts of Oldbury. 

The scheme’s lead partners are 
Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership (LEP) and BT. 

As part of the roll-out, engineers 
have so far installed more than 90 
fibre broadband road-side cabinets, 
which are needed to enable local 
premises to connect to the new net¬ 
work. Work has already started on 
the second phase of the roll-out, 
which will extend the reach of the 
technology to parts of Brierley Hill, 
Dudley, James Bridge, Streetly, Tip- 
ton and Willenhall from January 
2016 onwards. 

Envelope worry 
led to closure 

POLICE were called to a Stourbridge 
bank after concerns were raised 
about a ‘suspicious envelope’. 

Officers were called to Nationwide 
in High Street at around 11.40am on 
Tuesday and the branch was closed. 

As well as blocking access, officers 
were also seen interviewing members 
of the public inside. 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
man said: “It was found that the item 
didn’t pose a threat and has since 
been removed from the scene for fur¬ 
ther analysis. We are still investigat¬ 
ing the incident.” 

Hospice service 
gets £1,000 boost 

MARY Stevens Hospice is celebrating 
after receiving £1,000 from Vodafone 
UK. They collected the Vodafone 
Community Connection Award last 
week after staff in the Stourbridge 
store chose the hospice to benefit. 

Charlotte Schofield, who entered 
the charity for the award, said: “We 
will use this money to fund the re¬ 
furbishment of our Day Services 
Unit. We are currently trying to raise 
money so we are able to support 25 
patients each day rather than 17.” 

Christingle at church 

A CHRISTINGLE service takes place 
at a Dudley church on Christmas 
Eve to raise money for a children’s 
charity. The family favourite service 
is being held in aid of The Children’s 
Society at St Peter’s Church in Kent 
Street, Upper Gornal, and starts at 
6pm on December 24. 
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Police 'fail to identify young at-risk' 


WEST Midlands Police is failing 
to protect children from abuse and 
checks on sex offenders are not being 
carried out, a damning report says. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Con¬ 
stabulary has demanded further ac¬ 
tion after inspectors found: Officers 
failing to recognise children at risk 
of exploitation despite clear warn¬ 
ing signs; lack of training resulting 
in ‘poor investigations’; 250 sex of¬ 


fender checks not carried out. Also 
listed: Year-long delays for analysis 
of computers and other electronic 
devices in a huge backlog; children 
missing more than 10 times with¬ 
out any action to protect them and 
youths unnecessarily kept overnight 
in cells. 

Seventeen out of 21 cases of child 
sex exploitation looked at by inspec¬ 
tors were deemed to be be ‘inade¬ 


quate’ or ‘required improvement’. 
The revelations led to West Midlands 
MEP Bill Etheridge to ask: “What 
they hell is going on? 

But West Midlands Police says it 
is already taking action to address 
concerns with how it handles cases 
of child sexual abuse. Assistant Chief 
Constable Carl Foulkes, who heads 
the force’s public protection units, 
said senior officers were also acting 


on two other reports produced by in¬ 
spectors relating to domestic violence 
and vulnerable victims. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary said the force was im¬ 
proving how it dealt with protecting 
children but raised concerns and is¬ 
sued a list of recommendations for 
senior officers to address. 

ACC Foulkes said: “I welcome this 
scrutiny.” 


More needs to be done 
to protect our children 



Lonely and vulnerable - child sexual abuse victim 


(posed by a model) 


THE BEST OF 

PETER % m 
RHODES „ 

YOU really must excuse the older gen¬ 
eration for not joining the kids in punching 
the air in celebration as Tim Peake begins 
his tour of duty on the International Space 
Station. One newspaper’s science writer, 
who looks about 12, trills that this is “a gi¬ 
ant leap in British space exploration.” Let’s 
keep it in perspective, eh? Major Tim is 
250 miles high. In 1969 we watched man 
land on the moon which is 250,000 miles 
away. In 1971 and 1972 astronauts used 
the Lunar Roving Vehicle. That’s right, 
kids. More than 40 years ago, blokes were 
driving a car on the moon. Back then we 
assumed that by 2015 we’d have colonies 
on Mars, but the money ran out. So while 
a 250-mile hop into orbit is as courageous 
and inspiring as ever, let’s not fool our¬ 
selves. The giant leap into space is still on 
the drawing board. 

I AM always wary of complaining about 
meals, thanks to the TV series, Friends. 
You may recall Rachel (Jennifer Aniston) 
describing how one moaning customer 
got a little something extra in his meal. 
She called it a “sneeze muffin.” And in 
response to the latest furore, one blogger 
reported: “I paid my way through college 
working as a kitchen hand in a well known 
restaurant. I know what happens to the 
food of unreasonable customers before it 
gets served to them. I wouldn’t complain 
and then eat the replacement dish if I were 
you.” You have been warned. 

WHAT is it with ghosts in TV dramas 
these days? In River (BBC1), the detective 
was haunted by his dead colleague. In The 
Bridge (BBC4) a 
cop is haunted 
by his miss¬ 
ing, presumed 
dead, wife and 
kids. And then 
Luther (BBC1) 
returned this 
week and blow 
me if our hero 
(Idris Elba) isn’t 
chatting with 
the shade of his murdered buddy Jus¬ 
tin (Warren Brown). Shakespeare would 
have loved it but how odd to see so many 
ghosts in the 21st century. 

THE British Veterinary Association 
warns that the fad for feeding dogs and 
cats on vegetarian food could damage 
their health. That may well apply to dogs 
who tend to wolf down anything you put 
in front of them. But cats are fussy. Once 
denied its red meat, your moggie may turn 
into something quite unexpected - a pe¬ 
destrian. If you won’t feed Tiddles what 
she wants, there is always some sucker 
down the road who will. Next thing you 
know, Tiddles is living three streets away, 
under the new name of Fluffy and has en¬ 
tirely forgotten you, and your nut puree. 

THE latest reports suggest that most 
owners who try to turn pets into vegetar¬ 
ians do so because they have moral ob¬ 
jections to meat. So why not buy a guinea 

pig? 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Report by Rob Golledge 


MORE needs to be done to ensure 
children in the West Midlands are 
protected from sexual abuse, a police 
inspector has said 

Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary 
Wendy Williams said West Midlands Police 
has improved how it deals with vulnerable 
children, but has warned that some young¬ 
sters are still at risk. 

She said the force had ‘partially achieved’ ad¬ 
dressing concerns previously raised by inspectors 
last year and praised bosses. She also highlighted 
good examples of investigations. 

But her report found that not all officers had 
the right training, sex offenders were not being 
checked as regularly as they should, and long de¬ 
lays were caused in analysing electronic devices 
and with the Crown Prosecution Service. 

She said: “It is clear from this follow up inspec¬ 
tion West Midlands Police has made progress in 
particular areas since our initial inspection. We 
were encouraged to find a clear commitment to 
improving child protection services, which is re¬ 
flected in the significant increase in officers and 
staff in public protection units. 

“We also found good examples of investigations 
by the force, particularly when children were 
identified as being at further risk of immediate 
harm. 

Inconsistent 

“Despite these encouraging signs, there is still 
work the force needs to do to improve as child sex¬ 
ual exploitation is still dealt with inconsistently 
across the force area, although the situation is 
getting better. 

“The response to children who regularly go 
missing from home also requires further im¬ 
provement, although inspectors were pleased to 
see that in most cases officers and staff under¬ 
stood the link between children who regularly go 
missing and sexual exploitation. 

“We have asked West Midlands Police to pro¬ 
vide us with an updated action plan, to see how 
it will incorporate the findings in our report into 
the work it is already doing. 

“Depending on its response, Her Majesty’s In¬ 
spectorate of Constabulary may revisit the force 
again.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson said: “We recognise the recom¬ 
mendations in this report and will continue to 
work with our partners to deliver on these. Pro¬ 
tecting children is an absolute priority of mine 
and West Midlands Police. 

“I have made it a priority to set up multi-agency 


safeguarding hubs in each local authority. Three 
have been set-up so far and plans are in place for 
the rest of the force area. 

“West Midlands Police is now publishing a 
summary of data on child sexual exploitation to 
bring this issue out into the open. 

“This is a serious report with important recom¬ 
mendations that I will hold the police to account 
to deliver.” 

Responding to the report, Wolverhampton 
South East MP Pat McFadden said: “After 
everything that has been exposed about child 
sexual abuse in recent years it is very important 
that the police and all the agencies involved learn 
from what has gone wrong in the past. 

“I think efforts are being made and those 
should be acknowledged, but where the report 
makes criticisms or identifies gaps it is essential 


there is an open-minded and full response. Pro¬ 
tection of children is a top priority and the cases 
reported in recent times show that many of the 
children subjected to abuse have been failed by 
the state as well as abused by others.” 

Walsall North MP David Winnick, a senior 
member of the Home Affairs select committee, 
added: “The good news undoubtedly is the rec¬ 
ognition that there has been improvement in this 
important aspect of policing. 

“However, concerns have been raised and it is 
essential the police act on this and the appropri¬ 
ate remedies are taken as soon as possible. 

And Dudley South MP Mike Wood said: “While 
I’m pleased Her Majesty’s inspectors found some 
improvements, when it comes to protecting 
vulnerable children from some of the most evil 
crimes, nothing but the best can be good enough.” 



New chief 
at hospice 
to join in 
the spring 

A WOLVERHAMPTON-based chari¬ 
ty has announced the appointment of 
a new chief executive. 

Claire Marshall, currently com¬ 
mercial director and deputy chief 
executive of Birmingham St Mary’s 
Hospice, will take up her post at 
Compton Hospice in March. 

She will join Compton Hospice fol¬ 
lowing a 21-year career in the volun¬ 
tary sector which has included roles at 
Sue Ryder Care, Cancer Research UK 
and Air Ambulance. 

Thrilled 

Mrs Marshall said: “I am thrilled 
to have been offered the opportunity 
to lead Compton Hospice, a charity 
which has a wide range of services 
and a wonderful reputation for de¬ 
livering exceptional care in the local 
community. 

“Having started my professional 
career in the hospice movement over 
20 years ago, and also having family 
experience of the outstanding care 
provided by hospices, I am delighted 
to be able to come full circle and join 
the Compton team. 

“I am passionate about hospice care 
and am very much looking forward to 
working with Compton’s committed 
staff and volunteers in continuing to 
deliver excellent palliative and end of 
life care to patients and families who 
need them.” 

Mrs Marshall succeeds Ron Middle- 
ton who will retire in March after 18 
years as chief executive at Compton 
hospice. 

Police crackdown 
on rowdy youths 

POLICE are cracking down on young¬ 
sters causing anti-social behaviour in 
part of Wolverhampton. 

Officers have targeted Hampton 
Road and the Rakegate estate in 
Oxley. 

The action comes after residents 
have reported that youths have been 
congregating in a large group, being 
noisy and causing damage across the 
estate. The youths have also report¬ 
edly caused issues for businesses, in¬ 
cluding the shops on Hampton Road 
and One Stop on Oxley Moor Road. 

The Oxley neighbourhood polic¬ 
ing team has now been working the 
Wolverhampton anti-social behaviour 
team to identify those responsible, 
with anti-social behaviour first stage 
warning letters given to nine identi¬ 
fied youths. 

Cast seeks Fame in 
theatre production 

WOLVERHAMPTON Musical Come¬ 
dy Company present Fame the Musi¬ 
cal at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
from March 15-19 next year. 

Performances start at 7.30pm with 
Wednesday and Saturday matinees at 
2.30pm. Call 01902 429212. 
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MEP calls for regional airports' boost 


Thousands 
more days 
locked up 
for inmates 

PRISONERS in Wolverhampton and 
Staffordshire have incurred thou¬ 
sands of extra days behind bars for 
bad behaviour while serving their 
sentences. 

A report released by the Howard 
League of Penal Reform revealed that 
lags at the G4S ran HMP Oakwood 
in Featherstone, for Category C male 
offenders, had clocked up the most in 
the West Midlands with 4,934 in 2014 
- an average of 3.1 days per prisoner. 

While inmates at Brinsford Young 
Offenders Institution racked up 3,288 
days - around 7.1 per offender. An 
extra 2,491 days were handed out at 
nearby Featherstone for Category C 
males - 3.6 each on average. 

Officials at Swinfen Hall Young Of¬ 
fenders Institute in Lichfield, which 
houses young men serving sentences 
from four years to life, dealt out lots of 
extra punishment despite only having 
around 585 inmates. 

Last year they clocked up 3,216 - 
more than five each on average. 

By comparison the Category C 
males institute at Stafford, where dis¬ 
graced former entertainer Rolf Harris 
is currently serving time for indecent 
assault on children, were relatively 
well-behaved notching up 1,002 extra 
days between 711 inmates - 1.4 each. 

The Howard League of Penal Re¬ 
form has urged the Ministry of Justice 
to reign its administration of further 
time behind bars arguing it is a costly 
process creating a vicious cycle. The 
charity has also pointed to overcrowd¬ 
ing in prisons and reductions in staff 
as exacerbating the problem. 

Store urged to 
boost security 

A WALSALL supermarket will have 
to review its security policy in light 
of an attempted early morning raid, 
according to a councillor. 

Four armed robbery suspects were 
arrested after the raid on Asda in Dar- 
laston by a gang who threatened staff 
with a wrench and crowbar. 

Police officers were nearby at the 
time. Darlaston Councillor Doug 
James said: “My concern is our local 
staff. 

“I am not aware that anyone was 
hurt but every support must be pro¬ 
vided to shop workers. 

“Asda will have to review its secu¬ 
rity and I am sure that the police will 
provide professional assistance. 

“We must always do our best to 
keep staff safe at all times.” 

Church hosting 
an organ recital 

MUSIC fans can see in the new year 
with an organ recital, taking place at 
a Wordsley church on Sunday, Janu¬ 
ary 3. Paul Carr will be performing at 
Holy Trinity Parish Church on High 
Street at 3pm and admission is free. 


REGIONAL airports such as Birming¬ 
ham should be expanded instead of 
creating a third runway at Heathrow, 
according to a West Midlands MEP 

Jill Seymour, who is also UKIP’s 
transport spokeswoman, said the lat¬ 
est delayed decision over an additional 
runway at Heathrow was an opportu¬ 
nity to look at carrying out work at 
other airports, including Birmingham. 

It follows calls from Dudley North 
MP Ian Austin on the Government to 
invest in expansion of Birmingham 
Airport. 

“Indecision and uncertainty is the 


enemy of business, and the Govern¬ 
ment’s dithering could cause serious 
damage to the UK’s reputation, and 
economy,” Ms Seymour said. 

“Not only that, but it is causing con¬ 
tinued heartache for the many people, 
who fear they may lose their homes if 
this third runway at Heathrow goes 
ahead. These people deserve an an¬ 
swer, one way or the other, so they 
can move on with their lives, and plan 
for their future. It is grossly unfair to 
leave them in limbo in this way.” 

Mrs Seymour said regional airports 
such as Birmingham should be prior¬ 


itised for growth. She said: “I’m op¬ 
posed to the idea of building a third 
runway at Heathrow. We should be ex¬ 
panding capacity at all of our regional 
airports across the UK instead. 

“But whatever people’s views may 
be about the expansion of Heathrow, 
it’s vital now that the Government 
gets off the fence, and reaches a defin¬ 
itive conclusion.” 

Transport Secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin says the Government 
needs to “undertake more work on 
environmental impacts, including air 
quality, noise and carbon” before de¬ 


ciding on how best to expand airport 
capacity. 

But Mrs Seymour said these issues 
were not even close to reaching any 
kind of satisfactory conclusion. 

“The Airports Commission has 
spent almost three years, and £20 
million, to produce the most detailed 
independent report of its type ever 
commissioned. 

“It therefore seems ridiculous for 
the Government to claim they have 
had insufficient time, or a lack of in¬ 
formation, to make the decision prom¬ 
ised by the end of 2015.” 


£120,000 fine for worst 
waiting times at Manor 


WALSALL Manor Hospital will be hit 
with a fine of almost £120,000 after 
its worst-ever performance for A&E 
waiting times. 

The hospital will have to pay around 
£119,000 after just 81 per cent of patients 
were seen within the four-hour mark last 
month. 

It follows various fines throughout the year 
for failing to hit waiting time targets. The lat¬ 
est figure, a two per cent drop from October, 
represents the hospital’s worst performance 
since the measures were introduced in 2004. 

Originally, hospitals were expected to see 98 
per cent of patients within the four-hour mark, 
however, this was dropped to 95 per cent in 
2010. The Manor Hospital has already racked 
up £475,000 in fines after missing targets in 
April, June, July, August, September and Oc¬ 
tober. 

The hospital has been battling against ris¬ 
ing admissions, with growing numbers of pa¬ 
tients coming across from Staffordshire, since 
last winter when services were stripped from 
County Hospital in Stafford. 

Plummeted 

It had hit its target in May and figures were 
improving in June and July, however they have 
now plummeted. A report into the failed tar¬ 
gets states that the highest number of breaches 
in November were due to unavailable beds in 
the Division of Medicine. The average number 
of breaches per day came to 63, compared to 53 
in October. Admissions during November were 
64 per day, which is an increase compared to 63 
per day in October. Discharges increased with 
a daily average of 198 in November compared 
to 195 in October. 

In response to the failures, work has been 
carried out to review the roles and responsibili¬ 
ties of nurse co-ordinator and ambulance hand¬ 
over nurse at the Manor, with an additional 
nursing role set to be introduced in January to 
help identify inappropriate referrals to A&E. 

Richard Cattell, Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust Chief Operating Officer, said: “With 
winter pressures on the horizon, and the diffi¬ 
culties we have faced in meeting the four hour 
targets, we have to put measures in place to try 
and avoid long delays in the department at its 
busiest times which are frustrating for both pa¬ 
tients and staff. We have changed the way we 
work so that borough patients are monitored 
and managed in the most appropriate place.” 


Adam lights up youngsters’ Yuletide 



Adam Parker from Lucknow Road, Willenhall seen with the toys he donated to Birmingham Children’s 


A SALESMAN from Willenhall 
has donated nearly £750 worth 
of toys to Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital. 

Adam Parker, aged 35, wanted 
to give something back this 
Christmas, so through fundrais¬ 
ing and the help of his business 
suppliers, he held a charity night 
at his e-cigarette shop in Lucknow 
Road. Raising £745 worth of toys, 
which included a PS3 and Wii, he 
dropped the presents off to the 


hospice, much to the delight of 
the children. 

Father-of-two Adam said: “I’ve 
been fundraising for quite a while 
now and it’s something I’ve al¬ 
ways wanted to do. A lot of money 
has been raised in the past. 

“Last month we raised over 
£400 for breast cancer after my 
friend’s mom got diagnosed and 
we’ve raised over £1,000 before 
for Birmingham Children’s Hos¬ 
pital This time thought instead 


of just raising money I wanted to 
give the kids something, especially 
for Christmas to let them know 
they’re in our thoughts. I’m a dad 
so I know how important Christ¬ 
mas is for kids. It really is nice 
to be able to provide other chil¬ 
dren with things they might not 
thought they’d ever have.” 

He now plans to host a charity 
night in January which will raise 
money for diabetes, as his wife 
Lisa, aged 31, is a type 2 diabetic. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fears on young 
turning to crime 

COURT closures and cuts to youth 
services could see more young people 
turn to crime, a councillor says. 

A potential 14 criminal courts in the 
region could be axed to save money, 
while libraries and children’s centres 
across Walsall are facing the axe. 

Darlaston North Councillor Doug 
James said: “In Darlaston and Mox- 
ley many parents are worried about 
protecting their young people from 
the threat of legal highs, drugs, alco¬ 
hol abuse and the influence of crim¬ 
inal gangs. With huge reductions in 
local youth services, threats to local 
policing and even local court closures, 
Government Services are struggling. 

“Young people will make the right 
decisions to avoid crime but, too often 
the temptation of a quick profit can 
outweigh their best intentions.” 

Sports Direct 
attacked by MP 

WALSALL MP David Winnick has de¬ 
scribed ‘totally unacceptable’ working 
conditions at Sports Direct as being 
reminiscent of ‘the early years of the 
last century’, following a newspaper 
investigation. His comments follow 
a probe over conditions at the firm’s 
main warehouse. 

Pressing skills minister Nick Boles 
over the issue in Parliament, Mr 
Winnick said: “In some instances, 
women are apparently not willing to 
stay away from work, even if their 
child is sick for a day, simply because 
they may lose their job.” 

In response Mr Boles said that the 
Government would be enforcing work¬ 
ers’ protections ‘robustly’. 

Elderly woman 
is given oxygen 

FIREFIGHTERS rescued an elderly 
woman after finding her unconscious 
on the floor of her smoke-filled home. 

Crews were called to the property 
in Cedar Avenue, Brownhills, at 
11.42am last Tuesday after the alarm 
was raised. They discovered the pen¬ 
sioner slumped on the kitchen floor 
after falling, suffering from the effects 
of smoke. 

She was carried out by firefighters 
and given oxygen therapy before being 
taken to Walsall Manor Hospital for 
further treatment. It is believed the 
fire was caused by a hotwater bottle 
being left on the electric hob. 

Royal date for St 
John volunteer 

A WOLVERHAMPTON teenager re¬ 
ceived a royal invitation as she was 
recognised for her work with St John 
Ambulance. 

Megan Cullen, aged 18, from Penn 
was named as one of the service’s top 
young volunteers in the West Mid¬ 
lands and was invited to the charity’s 
Young Achievers’ Reception in Lon¬ 
don where she met HRH The Princess 
Royal. Megan was among 100 young 
people invited to the reception at 
Buckingham Palace. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Tesco is 
washing its 
hands of 
bag fees 

A COUPLE of weeks ago I got on a train 
from Wolverhampton to Birmingham. It 
was filthy, passengers were packed like 
sardines into the drab, cramped car¬ 
riages. Somebody had drawn a phallic 
symbol in the thick coating of dirt on the 
windows. 

And the operator responsible for this 
service? It was one of the many services 
run by Deutschebahn, the German state- 
owned rail operator. They run quite a lot 
of trains around the West Midlands these 
days. Some of them very badly. 

Bear that in mind next time somebody 
tells you that nationalisation is the solu¬ 
tion for all the ills on our railways. 

■ ■■ 

ACCORDING to a recent report, en¬ 
couraging people to wash their hands for 
30 seconds at a time could prevent up to 
25,000 deaths a year. 

Apparently the average Joe’s hands 
are a haven for filth, bacteria and faeces. 
The study, which has prompted Govern¬ 
ment and medical bosses to launch a 
national hand washing campaign, reports 
that three in 10 commuters have poo on 
their hands as they go about their daily, 
ahem, business. Now remind me. Why 
did I never join the Freemasons? 

■ ■■ 

GREAT news for supporters of the car¬ 
rier bag charges. According to Tesco, use 
of plastic carriers has dropped by 78 per 
cent since the new rules came in. 

The company says it has exceeded 
all expectations, with many people ask¬ 
ing for a “bag-free delivery” when they 
order their shopping online. There have 
also been one or two mumblings about 
“changing people’s attitudes”. Of course 
there have. The great and the good are 
never happier than when they are chang¬ 
ing people’s attitudes. 

And you know what? That’s exactly 
what I was thinking when I was stumbling 
around town with my arms full of shop¬ 
ping, stooping every few yards to pick up 
the pork scratchings, sweets, bath prod¬ 
ucts and tulip bulbs that I was carrying 
back to the car. 

Still, on balance, I still think this is mar¬ 
ginally preferable to the alternative, which 
seems to be walking around with your 
pockets stuffed with ‘bags for life’ and 
looking like Roy Cropper. 

One thing did strike me though: doesn’t 
it make life much easier for shoplifters 
now people are wandering into stores 
carrying goods they have bought else¬ 
where? And more to the point, doesn’t it 
make life incredibly hard for shop assis¬ 
tants who, on top of their normal duties, 
now have to decide whether the custom¬ 
er’s arms were really that full of shopping 
when they came through the door? 

Did anybody give any consideration to 
that problem when deciding whether to 
introduce the new law? Thought not. Still, 
as long as it changes people’s attitudes, 
that’s the main thing. 





Angus Mitchell, one-time playboy and a skilled hairdresser 


Perfect couple? - how they were portrayed in the public eye Blonde beauty - Sian is now barred from leaving California 


The model, billionaire 
and the custody fight 



All smiles together, but now there is a bitter battle, with millions of dollars at stake 


ROB GOLLEDGE looks at 
one Staffordshire family’s fight 
for custody which could be 
straight out of a US soap opera 


IT WAS the fairytale marriage of a 
girl from a Staffordshire village and 
a Hollywood tycoon. 

But now model Sian Mitchell and her 
husband Angus, the heir to the one bil¬ 
lion dollar Paul Mitchell beauty empire, 
are in a bitter legal battle over their di¬ 
vorce and the custody of their son. 

Sian, from Great Wyrley married Mr Mitch¬ 
ell last year and gave birth to Dylan seven 
months ago. 

But just 19 days later divorce proceedings 
were taken against Mrs Mitchell. She has been 
banned from leaving California with her baby 
by the US courts meaning she is trapped in the 
West Coast state and her family back home are 
yet to meet the new arrival. 

The case has been raised for the first time 
by South Staffordshire MP Gavin Williamson. 
He has delivered a petition of 154 family and 
friends of Mrs Mitchell calling on the British 
Government to do all it can to assist her. 

Commons 

Mr Williamson told the House of Commons: 
“My constituent Sian Mitchell moved to the 
United States last year, following her engage¬ 
ment and marriage to an American citizen. 
Sadly, shortly after the birth of her son earlier 
this year, her marriage fell apart. 

“Her multi-millionaire husband, Mr Angus 
Mitchell, has taken out court orders prevent¬ 
ing Sian from taking her child out of the State 
of California until proceedings have been re¬ 
solved, making it as difficult as possible for her 
to bring up her son in the way she wishes. 

“Sian is away from her family and relies on 
their emotional support during this extremely 
difficult time. She is desperate to return home 
to the United Kingdom with her child to allow 
her family to have the chance to meet this lit¬ 
tle boy for the first time.” 


Mrs Mitchell grew up in Great Wyrley where 
she was known as Sian Morgan. 

She went to St Dominic’s High School for 
Girls, in Brewood, and was a member of the 
girl band ICandy which made it through to the 
boot camp of X-Factor in 2010. 

She was also named Miss Coventry in the 
same year. She is now in her mid-20s. Mr 
Mitchell, 45, was born into the legacy of late 
legendary hairstylist Paul Mitchell. He was 
educated by Vidal Sassoon stylists and started 
to craft his own signature style. 

He currently travels the world for hair 
events on behalf of Paul Mitchell. He lives in 
Los Angeles. 

It is believed he met Mrs Mitchell while she 
was modelling in the States. The Paul Mitch¬ 
ell luxury hair brand is reportedly worth more 
than 1 billion dollars per year. Paul Mitchell 
was born in Carnwath, Scotland, in 1936, but 


was initially called Cyril. He went on to be¬ 
come a nationally-renowned hairdresser and 
moved to New York in 1960 after being invited 
by Vidal Sassoon and his empire was born. He 
died in 1989 aged 53. His son Angus now runs 
the business with his father’s original business 
partner John Paul DeJoria. 

The petition states: “The petition of res¬ 
idents of the UK, declares that Mrs Sian 
Mitchell moved to the United States of Amer¬ 
ica where she married a US citizen with whom 
she has a son; further that divorce proceedings 
are currently in motion and Mrs Mitchell has 
been ordered by the courts in California to re¬ 
main in the State with her son until proceed¬ 
ings have been resolved; and further that the 
petitioners believe that the Foreign and Com¬ 
monwealth Office and the Government should 
offer as much support and assistance to her as 
possible so she can return to the UK. 



Sian met Angus while modelling in the US 


“The petitioners therefore request that the 
House of Commons urges the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office and the Government to 
make representations to the US Government 
and the State of California to press the issue 
and get a resolution to the problem at the ear¬ 
liest possible stage.” 

Mr Williamson told the Express & Star: 
“This is an incredibly sad case and I have 
asked the Government to do all it can in of¬ 
fering consular advice to Mrs Mitchell and her 
family. Her family in Great Wyrley are des¬ 
perate to meet the baby for the first time and 
concerned for Mrs Mitchell who is after all, a 
young woman caught up in legal proceedings 
in a foreign country.” 

Her family in Great Wyrley are said to be 
‘desperate’ to meet baby Dylan for the first 
time. Mr Mitchell and Mrs Mitchell were una¬ 
vailable for comment. 



Express & Star 

With over 20,000 jobs 
online, your next career 
is just a click away. 


Visit: jobs.expressandstar.com 
































Prayer at cinema is a good 
time for exit to get popcorn 


SO, the Equality & Human Rights Com¬ 
mission (or at least its CEO anyway) has 
maintained that ‘No-one has the right not 
to be offended’ - and with that, I agree one 
hundred per cent. 

However, should the cinemas be coerced 
by them into showing the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ 
recital - promoting a new praying website - 
before the new Star Wars movie then they 
should know that I, for one, am not going to 
pay good money to be offended. 

These street-corner preachers seem de¬ 
termined to stop me from just walking 


past and to make me pay for the privilege 
of being harassed. I shall claim my seat 
and then as soon as the advertisement reel 
starts to roll, I shall feel the need to ‘pay 
one last visit’ and pick-up some popcorn. 

I will be making sure that I don’t get back 
a moment too soon. 

I just hope that when I get back, some 
young extremist won’t have been offended 
to the point of making a less-ignorable 
statement. 

K MELLER 

Wolverhampton 


Rail project LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

we can well 
do without 


POST 


CAMPAIGNERS should go 
ahead to force a re-think on 
the HS2 rail project. This 
proposed HS2 project is the 
most absurd political folly of 
this century so far. 

The prospect of wasting 
billions of pounds of taxpay¬ 
ers’ money to replace a good 
rail system we already have 
trimmed to our local needs. 

The initial proposed costs 
estimate £42bn, rising, plus 
£2.25bn at Euston Sta¬ 
tion plus would-be massive 
maintenance and running 
costs. It would not function 
without massive subsidies of 
taxpayers’ money. 

This money would be 
better spent invested on 
British engineering, creat¬ 
ing jobs and exporting prod¬ 
ucts worldwide. It is sad to 
think that the young today 
and possibly their children 
would be saddled with taxes 
to pay for a project that we 
can well do without. 

No estimates have been 
given for the cost to indus¬ 
try and the public for the 
disruption the construction 
will cost, especially the loss 
to industry. 

H DAVIES 
Walsall 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Time to rhyme for 
a memory of Frank 


AS we are all blatantly 
aware it would have been 
the fantastic Frank Sina¬ 
tra’s 100th birthday recent¬ 
ly, December 12. He had to 
be one of my most favourite 
singers of all time and will 
never be forgotten. 

When Frank died on May 
14, 1998, a huge void was 
left in the music world. 

Soon after Frank passed 
away Barbara and Nancy 
opened up a guestbook in¬ 
viting millions of his fans 
to pay tribute. I decided to 
send a poem incorporating 
his song titles and I was 
‘over the moon’ when it was 
accepted: 

Ode Blue Eyes 

Frank Sinatra eyes of 
blue - I always get a kick 
out of you. From New York 
New York to Chicago, A 


grand master of music as we 
all know. 

Come rain or shine or in 
summer wind, You always 
had the world on a string. 
I’ve got you under my skin 
night and day, They can’t 
take that away from me if I 
have my way. 

You’re reputation (some¬ 
times dodgy) but you gave 
so much pleasure, Nostalgic 
songs that will live forever. 

So stranger in the night 
what now my love, Just 
keep on singing in heaven 
above. 

And in the wee small 
hours of the morning, In 
your beautiful heavenly 
abode. Let’s hear it, One for 
my baby and one more for 
the road. 

J MASON 
Willenhall 


Variety show 
stars’ failure 

WHAT a load of rubbish 
the Royal Variety Perfor¬ 
mance was on ITV on Tues¬ 
day December 8. With the 
exception of IDirection, 
Bev Knight and Sir Elton 
John the other artists were 
second class. Even Kylie 
Minogue wasn’t at her best. 

As for compere Jack 
Whitehall, why did he have 
to keep looking and refer¬ 
ring to Prince Harry who 
I think smiled politely but 
was extremely embarrassed. 

Also, what was ‘the play 
that goes wrong’ all about. I 
thought Tiswas had finished 
years ago. 

I will be going to watch 
my great granddaughter 
(aged five) in her school na¬ 
tivity play tomorrow, and I 
know that the performance 
there will be better by a long 
way than the rubbish shown 
on the Royal Variety Perfor¬ 
mance. 

To conclude, did I hear 
Jack Whitehall giving three 
cheers to Prince Henry! 
Give me a school nativity 
any day. 

B KELFORD 
Walsall 

Diplomatic 

nightmare 

IT has been suggested that 
Donald Trump be excluded 
from the UK over his re¬ 
marks about Muslims. 

I remember the same 
thing about convicted rapist 
Mike Tyson. Instead he was 
given a second bite of the 
cherry, or was it his oppo¬ 
nent’s ear? 

Given our ‘special rela¬ 
tionship’ with the US, to ex¬ 
clude a potential president 
and head of state, would be 
a diplomatic nightmare; it 
will not happen. 

What next, exclude 
‘peace’ envoy Blair from a 
trouble spot. 

RW WHITE 

West Bromwich 
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BORSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 

Christmas Eve - 9am-4pm 
Christmas Day - Closed 
Boxing Day - Closed 
Sunday 27th December - Closed 
Monday 28th December - I Oam - 4pm 
New Year’s Eve - 9am - 4pm 
New Year’s Day - Closed 
Saturday 2nd January - 9am - 5:30pm 


THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERS 


Hoover 
9kg 
1200 
spin 
washer 
VT9I2D22 


WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 




Range cookers Cookers 



Washing 

Machines 


FROM ONLY 

£139” 


Dishwashers Fridge Freezers Tumble Dryers 

i tfa i s g da i ia - 

1EM 


FROM ONLY 

£149" 


FROM ONLY 

£109” 


* 




Integrated Hobs 



AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Integrated Frost Integrated Montpellier Integrated Montpellie 

Free Fridge Freezers Larder Fridge Freezer 


ONLY 

£229” 


ONLY 

£239” 


k: 





FREE DELIVERY OVER £150 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 

Expires Saturday 2nd January 

Unit 17-19 Victorian Arcade 
Walsall WS1 IRE 

Tel: 01922 279927 

Our branches in Erdington, 
Dudley and Birmingham 
are open on Boxing Day. 

Extended guarantee available OoeningTimes: Mon-Sat 9am-5.30Dm 

At least 1 2 months guarantee . . . . . . . 

Local delivery & installation WWW.DOrShcheleCtNC.CO.lll 

Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 

Stock subject to availability Pictures for illustration purpc 

i ' X' Facebook 

1C T Borshchelectric Kp Ma5K ,, card 

>ses only Quality Products Lowest Prices 




BOSCH C- 


jfsmog 


j 

x 


X 





SUTTON -0121 355 1912 

101 The Parade, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1PL 

www.jimmyspices.co.uk 

Valid Lunch and Dinner every day excluding Saturdays. Not valid during Happy Hour. 
Discount on food only. One voucher per table. Max discount £50. Valid till Sunday 
20th December 2015. Guests are required to provide email address/mobile number. 




fn 


all yen can eat world buffet 

10 .. 


*U 

EAT HALF P 


GQ 


X 
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OPENING HOURS: 

THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER 

SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 

THURSDAY 31ST DECEMBER 

XMASEXE 

1000-1600 

NEW YEARS EVE 

0930-1800 

MONDAY 28TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 1ST JANUARY 

XMAS DAY-CLOSED 

TUESDAY 29TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

NEW YEARS DAY-CLOSED 

SATURDAY 26TH DECEMBER 

WEDNESDAY 30TH DECEMBER 

SATURDAY 2ND JANUARY 

BOXING DAY -0930-1800 

0930-1800 

0930-1800 


OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 

TEL: 0800 OO 92 555 


BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

All Prices Include VAT, *Cannot be used with any other offer 


Children to 
get better 
help with 
problems 

HUNDREDS of children in Walsall will get 
better access to mental health services after 
the borough was chosen as part of a new na¬ 
tional pilot scheme, say health chiefs. 

Walsall has been chosen for the Child and Adoles¬ 
cent Mental Health Service and Schools Link Pilot 


Scheme. 

A joint initiative from the 
Department of Education 
and NHS England, it aims 
to improve links between 
schools and health services 
and make it easier for chil¬ 
dren and young people to ac¬ 
cess specialist mental health 
services. 

Ten schools across Wal¬ 
sall - including three pri¬ 
mary schools, six secondary 
schools and a specialist 
school - will take part in the 
12-month pilot. 

Each school will have a 


Report by Simon S tone 

Salma Ali, accountable 
officer at Walsall CCG, said: 
“I am delighted our applica¬ 
tion to be part of the pilot 
scheme has been successful. 
Improving mental health 
services for young people is 
one of our key priorities and 
one way in which we can do 
this is to improve our links 
with local schools.” 

David Haley, executive di¬ 
rector for children’s services 
at Walsall Council, added: 


______ ___ Being part of this pilot will 

named mental health” lead help to ensure that more 
whose role will be to work children, parents and teach- 
closely with local Children ers across Walsall know how 
and Adolescent Mental to access the best support 
Health Services (CAMHS). fo F 7°W P eo P le W1 . th men ‘ 


Staff at each school will 
also take part in training 
to improve their knowledge 
and understanding of men¬ 


tal health concerns.” 

Anne Marie Carey, head 
of children’s and adolescent 
mental health services at 


tal health and wellbeing Dudley and Walsall Mental 
issues among children, the Health Partnership NHS 
local NHS services that are Trust, added: “We look 
available and how to refer forward to working with 
children to these services. schools across Walsall.” 


Maternity shop’s 21st 



Nurse Kathryn Halford with Friends chairman Beryl Davies 

MANY an excited father to a new born baby has passed 
through the doors of the League of Friends’ maternity 
shop in Manor Hospital over the last two decades. 

The shop has recently marked its 21st birthday with a 
celebration where the volunteers praised the people who 
have helped contribute to its success. Beryl Davies, 79, 
who has been helping since the shop opened and is chair 
of the Friends, said: “We mainly see dads who tell us how 
exhausting the whole experience has been.” 

Kathryn Halford, Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust direc¬ 
tor of nursing, said: “Congratulations on your 21st birth¬ 
day - it’s such an achievement.” 

Hundreds back fight 

A PETITION boasting more than 900 signatures calling 
for New Invention Library to be saved from closure has 
been handed in to council bosses. 

The library, in Lichfield Road, is one of around half a 
dozen earmarked to close as part of plans by Walsall Coun¬ 
cil to save £25 million in its 2016/17 budget. 

A paper version of the petition to save the library gath¬ 
ered 893 signatures, with 43 people offering their support 
online. The petition was handed in to council bosses at a 
cabinet meeting. Councillor Adam Hicken, who launched 
the petition, said: “I am absolutely delighted with the re¬ 
sponse we have had from residents.”. 
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Christmas fun is definitely on 
the cards for politicians 


Wolverhampton North East MP Emma Reynolds’ card by Karina Cheema, nine 

FROM funny family portraits to Star Wars themed pictures and 
snowman drawings. It’s Christmas time - and a chance for MPs to 
show off their personality with their own cards. 

While party leaders tend to go for a picture of themselves on the front of 
their cards, others have gone for unusual designs and ideas. By far the most 
popular way for MPs to select their Christmas card pics is to run a card design 
contest - usually involving local schools. West Bromwich West MP Adrian 
Bailey launched a constituency-wide competition to design his card back in 
the summer. 

It was won by 11-year-old Angelina 
Adams from Newtown Primary School 
in Tipton, who beat off competition from 
more than 300 other entries. 

She was presented with a £20 book 
voucher, while her school received £100 
from the Mr Bailey’s own charity fund. 

The card - which features a colourful 
painting of a reindeer - has been sent out 
to over 1,000 recipients. Dudley North MP 
Ian Austin invited local youngsters to de¬ 
sign his card with Alanah Carroll of Straits 
Primary School, chosen as the winner. 

Wolverhampton North East MP Emma 
Reynolds chose a winner and no fewer than 
five runners-up from dozens of entries to 
her contest. The top entry featured a pencil 
drawing of a Robin staring at a Big Ben, 
with Santa on his sleigh in the background. 

It was designed by nine-year-old Karina 
Cheema from Sty Paul’s CofE Primary 
School. 

Stourbridge MP Margot James went for 
a different tact. She ran her competition to 
students from the graphic design and art 
departments at King Edward VI College, 
the winner was Sacha Cooper. 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin William¬ 
son chose a card designed by Bethany 
Bushell from Landywood Primary School 
in Great Wyrley. And Dudley South MP 
Mike Wood said he was delighted with his 
card, which was designed by Nicholas, a 
pupil at The Brier School in Kingswinford. 

David Winnick sent out a House of Com¬ 
mons issue card, although the Walsall 
North MP did feature on fellow MP Keith 
Vaz’s card. Mr Vaz always tends to have 
a bit of fun with his Home Affairs Select 
Committee card. This year’s features the 
entire committee mocked up as Star Wars 
characters - with Mr Winnick popping up 
as Yoda. 


Dudley North MP Ian Austin’s card 


A red-themed card from Jeremy Corbyn 


Rugeley 


Heath Hayes 


Walsall Wood 


Unit 7, Trent Business Park, 

Power Station Road, Rugeley. WS15 2HS 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 

Tel: 01889 579074 


Five Ways House, Five Ways, 

Heath Hayes WS123EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 

Tel: 01543 270652 


Walsall Road, Walsall Wood. WS99AH 

Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and 10am-4pm Sunday 


Keith Vaz’s Star Wars themed card, featuring Walsall MP David Winnick as Yoda 


GWM 


STATION 


UTTOXETER 


.LICHFIELD I 




A51 

CANNOCK 


4 CANNOCT 


NORTON CANES 


Chancellor George Osborne’s offering 


Gavin Williamson’s card 


CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 

• Free Estimates 

• Fast Fitting Service 

• Free Parking on site at our stores 

• Established for over 30 years 

• Additional savings on housefulls 

• We beat any like for like quote 

• Big discount for Landlords 




BOATMANS 

RESTAURANT 

** 


1 

WALSALL WOOD^ 
BRIDGE jM 

i 

U 1$WM 

BARONS Carpet and Bed Warehouse 

COURT 
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A spectacular night-time view of the Christmas German Market Forboding skies threaten inclement weather as the darkness starts to fall The lit up crane shines in the night sky, with St Philip’s Cathedral nearby 


Brum’s best high lights 


THE tallest crane in the West Mid¬ 
lands is offering some spectacular 
night-time views across Birming¬ 
ham’s cityscape. 

The tower crane is currently sitting on 
top of the Nat West Tower, on Colmore Row. 

The building is being demolished to make way 
for a new 30-storey building that will be the tall¬ 
est office block outside of London. 

In the meantime the 330 ft tall crane, supplied 
to the project by Radius NFT, has an unparal¬ 
leled view across Birmingham and to the coun¬ 
tryside beyond. 


The crane itself is now part of the cityscape 
after undergoing a festive makeover. 

More than 9,000 flashing lights have been in¬ 
stalled along the 118ft long front jib and 50ft of 
the crane. The crane was erected over three days 
and two nights in September, to aid with the 
demolition of the redundant office building and 
make way for Rockspring and Sterling’s £60m 
office tower at 103, Colmore Row. 

Three highly-skilled aerial technicians from 
Northampton-based Radius spent six-and-a- 
half hours installing more than 800ft of LED 
lights, weighing more than 50kg, along the jib 
and counter-jib. At 346 ft high, with the apex at 


807ft above sea level, 103 Colmore Row will be 
the tallest office building under construction in 
the UK outside London. 

In addition to 211,000 sq ft of office space over 
19 floors, the landmark development will include 
a 8,000 sq ft restaurant with a 3,250 sq ft ‘lan¬ 
tern’ space at the top of the building. 

Eric Linden, European director at Rockspring, 
said: “We are planning to illuminate the lantern 
space at the top of the new building. The Christ¬ 
mas lights are a taste of what this could be like 
- they can be seen from miles away.” 

The dazzling multi-coloured display will con¬ 
tinue daily over Christmas and the New Year. 



SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 

QUALITY OAK, PINE, RECLAIMED & PAINTED FURNITURE 


For the best quality at the lowest prices - vf sit our store 



Rutland v " ^ 

Country 

■ || - II - M 

gainted 

Manor 

iLjMMiir _ J 

RanggHi i 
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Range 
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VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWO STOREY SHOWROOM - BUY DIRECT & SAVE £££’S 


Monks 


(made on 
premises) 



'' t'Y 


Britannia 


Pine & Furniture 


Quality Oak, Pine, Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 


Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 
A huge choice of quality Furniture in our fantastic two storey showroom 



24th December 
25th December 
26th December 
27th December 
28th December 
29th December 
30th December 
31st December 
1st January 
2nd January 
3rd January 


■ CLOSED 

■ CLOSED 
CLOSED 

■ CLOSED 

■ 10am-4pm 

■ 9am-5pm 

■ 9am-5pm 

■ 9am-4pm 

■ CLOSED 

■ 9am-5pm 

■ 10am-4pm 


mm mm 

gSSS 

(made on 

pulses, - 


Buy direct and save ££££ - In store or shop online 

Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk 
Visit our eBay shop: handcraftedfurnitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, 

Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 9XG 

Tel: 01543 379888 

Email: info@britanniapine.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 










































Bleach 

Cleanabl 


Choice of Colours 


Choice of Colours 


4 and 5 mtr widths 


60oz 1 3mtr, 4mtr, 5mtr and 6mtr 

(U I Clearance Roll Lines 

/ A__A I So Many to Choose from!! 


Choice of Colours Choice of Colours & Designs 

CARPETS COST LESS AT CRS 


Laminates 

8mm V Groove 


LUXURY 

SAXONY 


FASHION 

STRIPE 


CORD 

CARPET 


SAXONY 

12mm Deep Luxury 


All in Stock All in Stock Choice of Colours All in Stock All in Stock 


CARPETS COST LESS AT CRS 


CRS WALSALL 

Day St Walsall, 
WS2 8EJ 

01922 621800 


CRS CANNOCK 

Walsall Rd, 
Cannock WS11 OJH 

01543 431321 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

2-3 The Parade 
Cannock Rd, WV10 8PZ 

01902 733366 


STONECROSS 

215 Walsall Rd, Stonecross 
West Bromwich B71 3HS 

0121 588 5904 


ONLY CANNOCK & WALSALL STORES ARE OPEN BOXING DAY 10-4PM web: www.crscannock.com 
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There was lots of Christmas mail bound for overseas recipients which was being 
sorted at Castle Church Hall, Stafford back in December 1968 


Carole Hurley, John Bunch and Kella Jaundrill got on their 
bikes in 1984 to take toys to young hospital patients 


Dapper photographer gents from the Dudley Herald - Keir Dixon, Graham Gough, Ron 
Knowles and Geoff Wright were letting their hair down at a Christmas Party back in 1959 



Beginning to look a lot like Christmas 


SO MANY different images 
have evoked Christmas down 
the years and there’s usually 
been a photographer around to 
catch them. 

From busy postal sorting offices to 
office parties, the rounds of pictures 
are much the same in whatever era 
they are taken. 

Featured below, centre left, is one such 
typical example, published in the Exress 
& Star in January 1975 after Twelfth 
Night, with children Brian Claw, right, 
and Michael Foyce, both of Low Hill Wol¬ 
verhampton, at St Peter’s Gardens tak¬ 
ing down the nativity scene. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Simon Stone 


Next to this picture is a story of how 
several residents with health problems 
were not able to get out over the festive 
period because the lift had broken down 
in their Wednesfield tower block. 

In the picture were Sarah Williams, 
Mabel Baker, Shirley Charters and son 
James. The accompanying story read: 
“Tempers at a Wolverhampton block of 
flats are sky-high after Christmas spent 
stranded in the clouds. Families with 
young children and tenants suffering 
heart and asthmatic conditions have 


been separated from their families by up 
to 38 flights of stairs. 

“They complain that the lifts at Bovey 
Court tin Wednesfield have been con¬ 
stantly breaking down. Sarah Williams 
lives right at the top of the 19th floor and 
after two major heart operations has a 
steel valve put in her heart. She has not 
been out since Christmas Eve and was 
unable to visit her family. 

“Shirley Charters and her husband 
had to carry their 10 month old baby 
together with pram and shopping up 
38 flights twice before Christmas. Mrs 
Mabel Baker, who suffers from asthma 
and lives on the eight floor, could not go 
out over the holiday.” Let’s hope their 
next Christmas was better... 




The Bedford Williams store was set to leave these prem- Youngsters were saying goodbye to this classic nativity 
ises in Victoria Street, Wolverhampton, in December, 1972 display in St Peter’s Gardens, Wolverhampton, in 1975 


Nineteen floors up, these families in Wednesfield, were left stranded 
in their flats over Christmas after the lifts broke in 1976 


A 1979 nativity, with, from left, Jasbinder Kaur, Rad- 
ha Kumari, Ravinda Kaur, and front, Marie Lloyd 



/ FITTING SERVICE 
/ METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/ MADE TO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 



WJR 1 

* 

[fl 

o 

inc. VAT 



£§■*01922 611253 



www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk # 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 

















































































Festive figures of fun 
in their s-elf portraits 



Sarah in Pelsall found her elf had doodled on a photo Bowled over - from Natalie Millard in Hill Top West Bromwich 


IT’S the Christmas craze 
that’s got everyone talking 
this year. 

Elf on a shelf has seen Santa’s 
little helpers turning up in some 
weird and wonderful places in 
homes across the Black Country. 

Each day they check whether chil¬ 
dren are being naughty or nice before 
flying off each night to report back to 
Santa. With elves available for as little 
as £1 online, everyone is getting in on 

Children’s book Elf On The Shelf 
tells the story of Father Christmas’ 
‘scout elves’, who are sent out to find 
out who should be on the naughty and 
nice lists. They fly home to the North 
Pole every night, and then return to 
the family they are spying on before 
they wake up to carry on keeping an 
eye on them. 

The books are accompanied by a 
doll of one of the scout elves, and par¬ 
ents have been planting them in their 
houses to surprise their children. 

Some people have decided to deco- 



Rachel Edmunds from Great Bridge 

rate their Christmas trees with the 
elves, while others have put them in 
crackers, and even placed one next 
to an advent calendar with chocolate 



Liza Brookes from Willenhall’s elf 

round its face.Rachel Edmunds from 
Great Bridge had her elf make mini 
pancakes, and even get stuck in a 
water bottle. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 



ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


LOWEST 

PRICES 

GUARANTEED 



Established Family Business for Over 20 Years 
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Metal Bedstead 
Silver or White 
Double was £165 

Now Only £99 


Orthopaedic 2 Drawer Bed 
Single Was £199 Now Only £169 

Double or 3/4 Was £249 

Now Only £199 

Kingsize Was £299 Now Only £249 




Fabric Bedstead 

In Chocolate 

Single Was £139 Now Only £89 

Double or 3/4 Was £159 Now Only £99 


Orthopeadic 1500 

Pocket Sprung 2 Draw Set 
Double Was £649 

Now Only £475 

Kingsize Was £699 

Now Only £525 







Rest Assured Memory Pocket 
2 Drawer Bed 

Single Was £399 NOW Only £299 
Double was £599 Now Only £425 
Kingsize Was £649 Now Only £475 


Metal Bedstead 
In Cream 

Double or 3/4 Was £119 

Now Only £99 


Silentnight 2 Drawer Bed 

Double Was £599 

Now Only £475 

Kingsize Was £699 

Now Only £549 

PLUS FREE 

WINTER BEDDING . 
BUNDLE f , 

WORTH UP 
TO £150 




IBP **-•* 


■ 


SALT 5 


Cool Memory Foam Mattresses 
1200 Pocket Spring 


Kingsize Was £599 

Now Only £415 


HUGE SAVINGS ON 

Hypnos, Silentnight, 
Rest Assured, Salus, 
Mammoth Healthbeds, 
Millbrook Beds 



We would like to wish all 
our customers a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year 


Prices slashed on all top name 
brands including 

HYPNOS, SILENTNIGHT, 
REST ASSURED, SEALY, 
MAMMOTH, SALUS, 
SLEEPEEZEEAND MANY MORE 


Single beds from only £79 
Double or 3/4 beds from only £109 


• Huge choice of mattresses in stock for immediate 

delivery or collection 

• FREE delivery in this area *Disp 


Walsall Showroom 

Jubilee House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, 
WS9 9AH (Next to Barons Court Hotel) 

Open 7 days a week, Mon - Fri: 9.00am - 5.30pm 
Sat: 9.00am - 5.00pm, Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm 

01543 529146 



Sutton Coldfield Showroom 

51 Birmingham Road, 

Sutton Coldfield B721QF 
(by the Empire Cinema) 

Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm 

0121 355 5390 


www.comfortbeds.co.uk • info@comfortbeds.co.uk 
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See all the latest ranges from beds, bedroom, sofas and 
dining furniture. We simply will not be beaten on price. 


sale starts 

Saturday 26th December! 

Doors open at 9.30am 























a huge selection of furniture for everyroom, all massively discounted for a limited time only! 



A simple farmhouse-styled range of dining and occasional furniture crafted in American white oak veneer and solids. 
The natural organic knots in the veneer and the oiled finish combine seamlessly to give this range great rustic charm. 


as seen 
on tv! 


Rwsfic* Dining Collection (6-8 Butterfly table with 6 brown chairs) 







buy with confidence 

established for 


ove/^30 tje/Av's! 


i 


Branches at: 


_ Open 7 days a week SALE STARTS 26TH DECEMBER 

NCF Perry Barr: 2-6 Kingstanding Road, Perry Barr, B448AA © 0121356 7022 

NCF Cannock" Green La’ne'cannock'wsi 1 oJj" " " © 01543570759 ' 

NCF Burton on Trent: Unit 1 Guild Street Middieway Park, DE141NB © 01283740019 


NCF High Gate: 1 John Kempe Way, High Gate, B120HU © 01217724659 

NCF Derby: Meteor Centre, Mansfield Road, Derby, DE21 4SY new ©: 01332 292 243 


ncf 

furnishing your home... 


























































Express & Star 



Find your next job at 

jobs.expressandstar.com 



Threat to guard in raid 

THREE men - one with a weapon - stormed into a shop in 
Perton before stealing bottles of Champagne. 

Police were called to Sainsbury’s, Anders Square at 
around 8.10pm on December 15 after a security guard chal¬ 
lenged the men for acting suspiciously and was threatened 
by the man with the weapon. The men are all described as 
black and in their late teens/early 20s. 

One had a slim to athletic build and was around 5ft 
lOins, wearing a three-quarter length black jacket, black 
trousers and black and white trainers with a black hat. The 
second man had a medium to athletic build and wore black 
trousers and black and white trainers. The other was slim 
to athletic, approximately 5ft llins. Call police on 101. 

indecent 
images 
'to stitch 
up father’ 


A MAN found in possession of more than 
1,400 indecent images of children told police 
they were not for him but part of a plan to 
‘stitch-up’ his father, a court heard. 

A laptop and memory card found at Philip Clarke’s 
flat in Newhampton Road West, Whitmore Reans, 
contained a total of 1,303 indecent images and 151 
indecent videos of children aged from three to 12. 


Laura Hobson, prosecut¬ 
ing, said the youngest child 
pictured was around three- 
years-old and in at least one 
image the child was in “dis¬ 
cernible pain and distress”. 

Clarke, aged 42, also 
shared 45 indecent images 
and four indecent videos 
with others using Yahoo and 
Skype. 

He was handed an 18- 
month suspended sentence 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last Monday, hav¬ 
ing previously admitted six 
counts of possessing and 
seven counts of distributing 
indecent images. 

Warrant 

He must carry out 150 
hours of unpaid work, at¬ 
tend a sex offenders’ treat¬ 
ment programme and pay 
£500 in costs. He was also 
made subject to a sexual 
harm prevention order. 

Police officers discovered 
the images after carrying 
out a warrant at Clarke’s 
home in September last 
year. Most of the pictures 
were found on a memory 
card hidden under a mat¬ 
tress on his bed. Of the 
1,454 images and videos, 
121 were classified in the 
most serious category, Cate¬ 
gory A, covering penetrative 
sexual activity. Some of the 
material shared by Clarke 
also fell into Category A, the 


Report by Rob Cox 

court heard. Miss Hobson 
said Clarke was interviewed 
by police in April this year 
and said the images were 
not for his satisfaction. 

“He said the still and 
moving images were not to 
look at himself but that he 
was looking to stitch his 
father up by breaking into 
his home and putting them 
on his computer,” explained 
Miss Hobson. 

“He said he was an 
ex-burglar so he would have 
been able to get in to the 
property.” 

Clarke told police he had 
shared images between Jan¬ 
uary and August last year 
to ‘build rapport’ with pae¬ 
dophiles online and obtain 
further indecent material. 

Oliver Woodhouse, de¬ 
fending, said: “This is not a 
case where he was part of a 
wider paedophile ring where 
there has been exploitation 
for a wider commercial ben¬ 
efit. The majority of the 49 
items distributed were in 
the lower categories .” 

Judge Michael Challinor, 
said: “It is one thing to 
view this material, albeit a 
perverted act, but it much 
more serious to distribute 
it thereby potentially en¬ 
couraging the vile abuse of 
children.” 


Hundreds are 
struggling to 
pay their bills 


HUNDREDS of Wolver¬ 
hampton residents are 
struggling with debts of 
thousands of pounds and 
are battling day-by-day to 
pay their bills, new figures 
have revealed. 

A helpline run by Step- 
Change Debt Charity re¬ 
ceived 664 calls from people 
living in the city in the first 
six months of this year 
alone. On average, those 
seeking help had debts of 
£9,126 and fell £16 short of 
being able to afford their es¬ 
sential bills each month. 

Previously known as the 
Consumer Credit Counsel¬ 
ling Service, the charity has 
published a new report Nav¬ 
igating the New Normal, 


with more than one in five 
Britons are currently facing 
some kind of financial diffi¬ 
culty and 2.6 million people 
are in what the charity con¬ 
siders to be ‘severe’ debt. Of 
those 2.6m, 73 per cent suf¬ 
fered a reduction in income 
in the last year, including 
losing their job. 

Mike O’Connor, chief 
executive of StepChange, 
said: “Everyone faces ups 
and downs in life, but more 
than 11m people in Britain 
are now experiencing some 
financial difficulty and a 
quarter of those are in se¬ 
vere problem debt.” 

Anyone with debt prob¬ 
lems is urged to call 0800 
138 1111. 



304 Brackendale Shopping Centre, 
Stroud Ave, Willenhall WV12 4HA 

Tel: 01902 602121 


Final whistle 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 

TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 
EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


HomeCJicjlce 


CARPETS & BEDS - on your doorstep 


"MJJJi a in 

IJJJis" 

SPECIAL OFFERS FROM 30th DECEMBER 
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Short Heath 
Tyres 

1 Arrow Ind. Est., 
Straight Road, 
Willenhall WV12 5AE 

01922 475563 


Click Flooring 

Quality floors 4 less 
Laminates, Hardwood, 
Solid Wood 
248 High Street, 
Bloxwich 

01922 495525 


Select 
Windows 

Walsall Road, Walsall 
WS9 9AH 

01543 370666 


Enoch Evans 
LLP 

6-8 Hatherton Road, 
Walsall 
WS1 1XS 

01922 720333 


Brownshore 

Unit E1/E2 
Ezekiel Lane, 
Willenhall 
WV12 5QU 

01922 476529 


Cannock 
Blinds 

A blind for every window 
sales@cannockblinds.co.uk 
www.cannockblinds.co.uk 

07881 890062/07900 
172852/01237459412 


Bentley 
Florist 

33 Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue, Walsall 
WS2 0BD 

01922 646628 


The Grange 
Bloxwich Ltd 

Mechanical and 
Electrical Repairs 
54A Harrison Street 
WS3 3HN 

01922 473500 

Stan Reynolds 
Garage Ltd 

Mill Street, Walsall 
WS28AN 

01922 623545 


Arry’s 

Ground Force 

Marlow Street, 
Walsall 
WS2 8AQ 

01922 405760 


Clemmy’s Family 
Fashion Shop 

57A King Street, 
Darlaston, Wednesbury 
WS10 8PE 

0121 526 3992 


The Lily Pot 

Flowers for all 
occasions 

Gift wrapping service 
available 

32 High Street, Pelsall 

01922 693911 


Lockwood Vets 

84 Lower Lichfield Street, 
Willenhall WV13 1QE 

01902 605080 


BBC 1 ■ BBC 2 


ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 



Lee Mack features in the 
Christmas special of Not 
Going Out, on at 10.45pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 David Suchet: 
In the Footsteps of St Paul Part two 
of two. How Paul brought 
Christianity to the Mediterranean 
world. (R) 10.00 On Angel Wings 
(R) 10.30 FILM: The Santa Clause 
(1994) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Tim Af&f 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt Four teams test their antiques 
knowledge in Corby, 
Northamptonshire. (R) 1.00 BBC 
News at One; Weather 1.10 
Midlands Today; Weather 1.20 
Snow Chick: A Penguin’s Tale 
Following the first months in the life 
of an emperor penguin. (R) 2.20 
FILM: A Christmas Carol (2009) 
Animated fantasy based on Charles 
Dickens’ novel, fealufi^im Carrey 
and Gary Oldmafr) ★★ 


3.50 Finding Nemo 
(2003) ★★★★ 

5.20 Harry Hill in Professor 
Branestawm Returns 

6.20 BBC News 

6.30 Midlands Today; 
Weather 

6.40 Celebrity Mastermind 

7.10 Pointless Celebrities 
Christmas Special 

Featuring Jeffrey Holland 
and Su Pollard, Alison 
Hammond and Robin 
Windsor, and Colin Baker 
and Louise Jameson. 

8.00 Would I Lie to You? At 
Christmas Rob Brydon 
presents a festive special of 
the comedy game, with Bill 
Bailey, Ruth Jones, Jo 
Brand and Kelly Holmes 
joining team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee 
Mack. 

8.30 EastEnders Stacey goes 
into labour during the 
nativity play, Ronnie is 
forced to choose a side 
between Vincent and Phil, 
and Sharon drops a 
bombshell that threatens to 
tear the Beales apart. 

9.05 Peter Kay: 20 Years of 
Funny A celebration of the 
Bolton comedian’s two 
decades in the business, 
going back to his early 
days before stardom and 
hearing from friends and 
colleagues about what 
makes him tick. 

10.05Walliams and Friend 

Sketch show, starring 
David Walliams and 
Joanna Lumley. 

10.45 Not Going Out On 

Christmas Eve, Lee and 
Lucy - who is three days 
overdue with their first baby 
find themselves 
mistakenly caught up in a 
robbery at a local 
department store. 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 

11.45 Midnight Mass from St 
George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark Live service 
from south London, led by 
the Archbishop of 
Southwark, the Most Rev 
Peter Smith, with prayers to 
reflect the cathedral’s 
international congregation. 

1.00 FILM: Serendipity (2001) 

★★★ 2.25 Weather for the Week 

Ahead 2.30 BBC News 



Natalie Dormer stars in 
The Scandalous Lady W, 
on at 10.00pm 

6.20 Homes Under the Hammer A 
cottage in Cornwall and a house in 
south London. (R) 7.20 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas (R) 8.05 Sign Zone: 
This Wild Life (R) 8.35 Sign Zone: 
Great British Menu (R) 9.05 FILM: 
Bedknobs and Broomsticks 
(1971) Disney musical fantasy, 
starring Angela Lansbury. ★★★ 
11.00 The Hairy Bikers’ Northern 
Exposure (R) 12.00 Natural World 
Gentoo penguins raising chicks in 
Port Lockroy in the Antarctic. (R) 
1.00 FILM: Sister Act 2: Back in 
the Habit (1993) Comedy sequel, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. ★★★ 
2.45 Perry and Croft: Made in 
Britain How the duo’s comedies 
each encapsulated the end of an 
era. (R) 


3.15 


4.15 

5.15 
6.30 
7.00 


8.00 


9.00 


The Snow Wolf Family 
and Me (R) 

The Snow Wolf Family 
and Me (R) 

Carols from King’s 
To the Manor Born (R) 
Dad’s Army Mainwaring 
finds himself bidding 
against Pike for an orange 
at a fundraising bazaar, but 
the private reveals a 
stubborn streak that costs 
the captain dear. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Graduates 
from Exeter University and 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 
compete, with wildlife 
presenter Nick Baker and 
documentary-maker Louis 
Theroux among the 
contestants. 

MasterChef: The 

Professionals The three 
finalists have three hours to, 
cook a starter, a main 
course and a dessert, 
before one of them is 
crowned Professilnaf 
MasterChef Champion 
2015. Last in the series. 

The Great History 
Quiz: The Tudors Kirsty 
Young asks the questions 
in this quiz which sees two 
teams of historians, 
captained by Lucy Worsley 
and Dan Snow, 
demonstrate their 
knowledge on all aspects 
of Tudor life. 

10.00 The Scandalous Lady 

W Fact-based period 
drama about an 
18th-century noblewoman 
who found herself at the 
centre of a public scandal 
after eloping with her 
husband’s best friend. 
Natalie Dormer stars. (R) 

11.30 Dial M for Murder 
(1954) A tennis 
player’s plan to arrange 
the death of his socialite 
wife goes wrong when 
she kills her would-be 
assassin. Alfred 
Hitchcock’s thriller, with 
Ray Milland and Grace 
Kelly. ★★★ 

1.10 Simply Nigella: Christmas 
Special (R) 2.10 Christmas 
Shopping Fever 2015: John Lewis 
and the Retail Race (R) 3.10 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas (R) 

■yi 



Keith Lemon presents 
Through the Christmas 
Keyhole, on at 9.45pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.15 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Super 

4 Fourchesac tries to make a love 
potion for the Dark Baron. (R) 7.00 
Good Morning Britain News, 
current affairs and lifestyle features. 
8.30 Lorraine Entertainment and 
fashion news. 9.25 Elf: Buddy’s 
Musical Christmas Stop-motion 
animated adventure based on the 
film Elf. (R) 10.25 Pick Me! Game 
show featuring lively, loud and 
energetic players. (R) 11.25 FILM: 
Back to the Future Part II (1989) 
Sci-fi comedy sequel, starring 
Michael J Fox. ★★★ 1.30 ITV 
Lunchtime News; Weather. 1.45 
FILM: Small Soldiers (1998) 
Children’s adventure, with Kirsten*!* 
Dunst, Denis Leary and Gregory 
Smith. ★★★ 


Christmas displays, My 
Crazy Christmas Lights, 
on at 8.00pm 

6.15 Small Animal Hospital John 
Barrowman visits a centre for 
rescued rabbits. 7.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 7.20 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 7.40 The Snowman (R) 
8.05 Father Christmas (R) 8.35 
The Simpsons (R) 9.10 FILM: 
Animals United (2010) Animated 
comedy with the voices of James 
Corden and Stephen Fry. ★★ 10.55 
FILM: Horton Hears a Who! 
(2008) Animated comedy, featuring 
the voice of Jim Carrey. ★★★ 12.30 
FILM: Stuart Little (1999) Comedy 
adventure, with the voice of Michael 
J Fox. ★★★ 2.10 Channel 4 News 
Including sport and weather. 2.15 
FILM: It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
^Fantasy drama, starring James 
it^tewart, Donna Reed, Lionel 
•rymore. (b/w) ★★★★ 


3.50 National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation 
(1989) Comedy, 
starring Chevy Chase. 
★★★ 

5.40 All Star Mr & Mrs With 
Martine McCutcheon, 
Harry Redknapp and 
Gwyneth Strong. (R) 

6.45 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Belle sees 
Zak and Joanie kissing and 
becomes determined to 
make her pay, while the 
warehouse robbery is on 
the news and Aaron’s 
picture is in the paper. 
8.00 Coronation Street Fiz 
tells Tyrone that Hope 
might not be allowed home 
for Christmas and Lapland 
might have to wait. 
Meanwhile, Tracy confides 
in Todd that she thinks 
Robert is planning to 
propose. 

8.30 The Abba Christmas 
Party Paddy McGuinness 
presents as music and TV 
stars sing Abba hits, 
featuring performances by 
Susan Boyle, Alexandra 
Burke, Shayne Ward and 
Catherine Tyldesley and 
Scouting for Girls. 

9.45 Through the Christmas 
Keyhole Keith Lemon has 
a festive rummage through 
the homes of three 
celebrities, challenging 
Stephen Mulhern, Claudia 
Winkleman and Jimmy 
Carr to guess their 
identities. Last in the series. 

10.45 ITV News Including 
Regional News and ITV 
Weather; Weather. 

11.00 Christmas Carols on 
ITV Aled Jones joins the 
congregation of St 
Elisabeth’s Church in 
Reddish, Stockport, for 
their Christmas Eve carol 
service, with performances 
by Collabro and soul singer 
Toni Green. 

12.00 FILM: Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989) Time-travel 
comedy, starring Keanu Reeves 
and Alex Winter. ★★★ 1.40 Murder, 
She Wrote (R) 2.30 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA (R) 3.15 ITV 
Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 



4.55 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on 
Raymond Briggs’ festive 
tale. (R) 

5.25 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 
6.00 Hollyoaks When 

hears about the explosi 
he is suspicious 
Cameron and threatens to 
goto the police. Elsewhere, 
the police search for 
Reenie and Lisa reveals her 
secret. 

7.00 Jamie’s Night Before 
Christmas Jamie Oliver 
presents last-minute tips to 
help people improve their 
festive dishes, having 
surveyed thousands of 
Brits to find out what they 
fear most about cooking at 
Christmas. 

8.00 My Crazy Christmas 
Lights The phenomenon 
of competitive Christmas 
displays, where a passion 
for festive lights has seen 
neighbours trying to outdo 
each other for the most 
elaborate design, 

9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats 
Christmas Special 

Jimmy Carr hosts another 
festive edition of the show, 
with some of the nation’s 
top comedy stars joining 
team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson. 
10.00 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker Alex Zane 
presents 50 festive internet 
clips that have proved 
popular around the world, 
including a turkey with a 
boob job and an inventive 
Christmas tree decoration- 
remover. 

11.00 Gogglebox Capturing 
the households’ instant 
reactions to what they are 
watching on TV from the 
comfort of their own sofas. 

(R) 

12.00 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.35 
The Inbetweeners (R) 1.05 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.30 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 2.00 Man Down 
Christmas Special (R) 2.30 Man 
Down (R) 2.55 Man Down (R) 3.25 
Embarrassing Bodies (R) 4.20 
Benchmark 5.10 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures (R) 5.30 
Famous Fred (R) 



Festive cheer in Christmas 
Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, on at 7.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.30 The Real 
Face of Santa Claus Documentary 
piecing together historical clues 
about St Nicholas, an early Christian 
bishop who lived in Turkey, while 
forensic experts build a 
reconstruction of his likeness. 
10.30 FILM: Gone with the Wind 
(1939) A plantation heiress has a 
tumultuous relationship with a 
roguish Southern gentleman during 
the Americfm *Qyil War. Epic 
romantic drama, starring Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. ★★★★ 2.45 
FILM: The Dam Busters (1954) An 
engineer dJ?igns*an ingenious 
bouncing bomb to destroy major 
dams in Germany’s industrial 
heartland. Fact-based Second 
World War drama, with Michael 
Redgrave, (b/w) ★★★★ 



5.15 5 News 
5.20 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
(1951) (b/w) Starring 
Alastair Sim. ★★★★ 

7.00 Christmas Makes You 
Laugh Out Loud lain Lee 
presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have 
taken the internet by storm 
in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious 
online clips with a festive 
twist; 5 News Update 

7.55 Frank Sinatra & Gene 
Kelly: 01’ Blues Eyes Is 
Back A TV special from 
1973 in which Frank Sinatra 
performs a selection of 
classic songs and is joined 
for a couple of numbers by 
Anchors Aweigh co-star 
Gene Kelly. 

8.25 Happy Holidays with 
Frank Sinatra and Bing 
Crosby The veteran 
crooners’ festive special 
from 1957, with songs 
including Away in a 
Manger, The Christmas 
Song, Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town and White 
Christmas; 5 News Update 

8.55 The Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Show 
Festive special from 1981, 
in which the duo perform 
vintage sketches and act 
as a backing group for 
Alvin Stardust. Featuring 
guest appearances by 
Ralph Richardson and 
Robert Hardy. (R) 

10.00 Christmas with the 
Double Acts An hour of 
side-splitting fun with some 
of the greatest double acts 
to have graced the small 
screen, proving that when 
it comes to comedy, two 
are often better than one. 
11.00 Morecambe & Wise 
Live! 1973 The duo’s 
performance at the 
Ashcroft Theatre in 
Croydon’s Fairfield Halls in 
October 1973, which was 
the only one of their stage 
shows captured on film. (R) 
12.30 FILM: Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol (1951) (b/w) 
★★★★ 2.15 SuperCasino 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge (R) 

4.25 Divine Designs (R) 4.45 
House Doctor (R) 5.10 House 
Doctor (R) 5.35 House Doctor (R) 
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BBC 2 
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ITV 
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Ch4 
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Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 2015, 
on at 6.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 Shrek the 
Halls (R) 9.20 Clangers 9.35 
Danger Mouse: The Snowman 
Cometh 10.00 Christmas Day 
Service Live from Bath Abbey A 
service led by the Rev Edward 
Mason and the Rev Claire Robson. 
11.00 FILM: The Santa Clause 3: 
The Escape Clause (2006) 
Christmas fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Tim Allen. ★★★ 12.25 
FILM: Madagascar 3: Europe’s 
Most Wanted (2012) Animated 
comedy, with the voices of Ben 
Stiller and Chris Rock. ★★★ 1.50 
BBC News; Weather. 2.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas Featuring 
performances by Little Mix, 
Coldplay, Jess Qjfci&i^and Ellie 
Goulding. 


3.10 


4.35 

4.45 

5.15 

6.15 


7.30 


3.00 The Queen’s 

Christmas Broadcast 
2015 

Brave (2012) 

Premiere. Animated 
fantasy, with the voice of 
Kelly Macdonald. ★★★ 
BBC News; Weather. 
Stick Man 
Doctor Who 
Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 
2015 Six previous 
contestants compete for 
the Silver Star trophy. 

Call the Midwife As 
Poplar readies itself for 
Christmas 1960, a visit 
from a BBC film crew 
promises to make it a 
festive holiday to 
remember. However, it’s a 
difficult time for grieving 
mother Iris. 

EastEnders Ian’s hopes 
of a perfect Christmas fall 
apart when the Beales and 
Mitchells end up arguing, 
Stacey receives an 
unexpected visitor and 
Dean surprises Roxy with 
an engagement ring. 

Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 
doting mother’s wish to 
have a safe and 
Christmas at he 
frustrated at every turi 
first of two festive 
instalments, written by and 
starring Brendan O’Carroll. 

10.25 Michael McIntyre’s Big 
Christmas Show From 
the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane, London, the host 
welcomes performers 
including Dara 0 Briain, 
Dame Edna Everage, Paul 
Zerdin, Ellie Goulding and 
Tom Jones to the stage. 

11.25 BBC News; Weather. 
11.40 Love Came Down at 

Christmas At St Alban’s 
Church in Bristol, the 
Exultate Singers perform 
David Ogden’s new choral 
setting of the Christina 
Rossetti poem, and actor 
Alex Jennings reads from 
the Gospel of John; 
National Lottery Update 
11.45 Comedy Bloopers 
12.15 Not Going Out (R) 1.00 
FILM: Surviving Christmas (2004) 
★ 2.25 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 2.30 BBC News 


8.45 


9.45 



Taking a personal 
Journey, Darcey’s Ballet 
Heroes, on at 8.50pm 

6.00 FILM: The Road to El Dorado 
(2000) Animated adventure, with 
the voices of Kenneth Branagh and 
Kevin Kline. ★★★ 7.20 Galapagos 
- Islands of Change: Natural 
World (R) 8.20 FILM: Herbie Rides 
Again (1974) Disney comedy 
sequel, starring Helen Hayes. ★★★ 
9.45 FILM: The Cat in the Hat 
(2003) Comedy fantasy, starring 
Mike Myers. ★★ 11.00 Carols from 
King’s (R) 12.15 Climbed Every 
Mountain - The Story Behind The 
Sound of Music The true story 
behind the real Von Trapp family, 
with Sue Perkins. (R) 1.15 The 
Good Life Tom ponders the future. 
(R) 1.45 FILM: Frankenweenie 
(2012) Premiere. Animated fantasy, 
with the voice of Charlie Tahan. 


3.05 Tim Rice - A Life in 
Song (R) 

4.35 Romeo & Juliet 

(2013) With Douglas 
Booth. ★★ 

6.20 Sign Zone: The 
^ Queen’s Christmas 

Broadcast 2015 (R) 

30 World’s Sneakiest 
Animals 

7.30 Dad’s Army Pompous 
Captain Mainwaring 
proves he is a softie at heart 
by organising a Christmas 
treat for the struggling 
senior citizens of 
Walmington-on-Sea. (R) 
8.00 The Two Ronnies: 
Christmas Show Ronnie 
Barker and Ronnie Corbett 
in a special Christmas 
show of sketches, jokes 
and songs, with guests 
Peter Wyngarde and 
Patrick Troughton. Bju«b 
music by Elaine Page, ' ' 

8.50 Darcey’s Ballet Her ___ 
Former ballet dancer 
turned-Strictly CSme 
Dancing judge Darcey 
Bussell undertakes a very 
personal journey to meet 
the heroes and dancers 
who transformed male 
ballet. 

9.50 Ql Stephen Fry conjures 
up some seasonal 
merriment with Jenny 
Eclair, Johnny Vegas and 
Bill Bailey supplementing 
the efforts of regular 
panellist Alan Davies. 

10.20We’re Doomed!: The 
Dad’s Army Story 
Comedy drama about how 
Jimmy Perry and David 
Croft overcame BBC 
management scepticism 
and focus groups to get the 
sitcom Dad’s Army on air. 
Starring Paul Ritter and 
Richard Dormer. -fg| 

11.20 Gambit (2012) A put- 
upon art expert plans 
revenge on a millionaire 
by tricking him into 
buying a fake Monet 
painting. Comedy 
remake, starring Colin 
Firth, Cameron Diaz 
and Alan Rickman. ★★ 

12.40 FILM: The Trouble with 

Harry (1955) Hitchcock’s black 

comedy, with Edmund Gwenn, 

John Forsyth and Shirley I' 

★★★★2.20 This Is BE 


mm 



Peter Wilkinson features, 
Cameraman to the 
Queen, on at 3.10pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Sooty 
(R) 6.50 Oddbods (R) 7.00 Dino 
Dan (R) 7.15 Horrid Henry (R) 7.30 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.45 Christmas: 
Chowder Chowder worries he will 
not get the gift that he wants. (R) 
8.10 Almost Naked Animals (R) 
8.25 Weekend at Christmas With 
Laura Fraser, James Morrison and 
Leona Lewis. 9.25 FILM: Santa 
Claus: The Movie (1985) Family 
fantasy adventure, starring Dudley 
Moore. ★★ 11.30 FILM: Happy 
Feet (2006) Animated adventure, 
with the voices of Elijah Wood and 
Robin Williams. ★★★ 1.35 Text 
Santa: One More Time Choice 
moments from the recent TV charity 
appeal. 2.45 ITV Lunchtime New! 
Weather. 


3.00 The Queen Her Majesty^ 
annual address. 

3.10 Cameraman to the 
Queen Royal cameraman 
Peter Wilkinson follows the 
queen over the course of 
one year. 

4.10 Countrywise Winter 
Wonderland Exploring 
what makes this time of 
year special for Britain’s 
countryside. 

5.00 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The 

broadcaster spreads 
festive cheer at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home in 
London. 

6.00 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
With Bells On 

Camcorder clips with a 
festive theme, including a 
pensioner throwing 
fireworks at carol singers, a 
Christmas fairy going up in 
flames, and a smartphone 
found inside a turkey. 

6.45 Emmerdale Pollard 
finally leaves the house, 
and has an experience that 
forces him to confront his 
past, present and future. 
Coronation Street’s Liz 
Dawn (Vera Duckworth) 
guest stars. 

7.45 Coronation Street 

Robert is about to propose 
to Tracy, but first he asks 
her a question that leaves 
her reeling. Meanwhile, 
Sinead is thrilled when she 
gets an engagement ring of 
her own. 

8.45 Downton Abbey - The 
Finale Mary endeavours 
to build bridges, but Edith’s 
secret continues to pose a 
threat as Julian Fellowes 
bids farewell to the 
Crawleys with one last 
festive special. 

10.45 Our Cilia A celebration of 
Cilia Black by the people 
who knew her best, 
including famous faces 
such as Ringo Starr, Cliff 
Richard, Christopher 
Biggins and Paul O’Grady. 

11.45 ITV News; Weather. 

12.00 FILM: Dr No (1962) ★★★★ 

1.50 Murder, She Wrote (R) 2.45 

The Jeremy Kyle Show USA (R) 

3.25 ITV Nightscreen 



Children share their 
views, Gogglesprogs, on 
at 8.00pm 

6.45 Prep & Landing (R) 7.05 Prep 
& Landing: Naughty v Nice (R) 
7.30 The Bear (R) 8.00 FILM: A 
Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’sAdventures 
(2010) ★★★ 9.40 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.10 The Simpsons (R) 10.40 
The Simpsons (R) 11.15 Ice Age: 
A Mammoth Christmas (R) 11.40 
Toy Story Toons 12.10 Father 
Christmas Seasonal animation 
based on Raymond Briggs’ book. 
(R) 12.40 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ festive tale. (R) 1.15 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 1.45 FILM: 
The Muppet Christmas Carol 
(1992) Comedy, with Michael Caine 
and Steven Mackintosh alongside 
the puppet characters. ★★★ 


3.25 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

3.35 Alternative Christmas 
Message Channel 4’s 
alternative to the Queen’s 
Christmas Day broadcast. 

3.45 Scrooged (1988) 
Christmas comedy, 
starring Bill Murray. 
★★★ 

5.45 Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York (1992) 

Comedy sequel, 
starring Macaulay 
Culkin. ★★★ 

8.00 Gogglesprogs The 

nation’s children share 
their opinions on the best 
and worst of 2015’s TV, 
from the cakes on The 
Great British Bake off, to 
big news stories like the 
general election. 

9.00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

host is joined by Catherine 
Tate’s Nan, Keith Lemon, 
Lorraine Kelly, Emma Willis 
and Marvin Hume?. Plus, 
music by Little Mix and One 
Direction. Last in the series. 
11.008 Out of 10 Cats 
Christmas Special A 
number of familiar faces 
join host Jimmy Carr and 
team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson as 
they cast their eyes over 
some of the more 
memorable stories of 2015. 
12.05 Very British Problems at 
Christmas A one-off return for the 
show. This time famous faces, 
including David Tennant, James 
Corden, Romesh Ranganathan, 
Catherine Tate and Danny Dyer, 
grumble about the festive season. 
(R) 1.05 FILM: Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off (1986) A cocky teenager plays 
truant from school and spends the 
day dragging his friends into all 
manner of adventures in the big city. 
Comedy, starring Matthew 
Broderick and Mia Sara. ★★★★ 
2.50 Friday Night Dinner Adam 
finally brings a girl home for dinner. 
(R) 3.15 Gadget Man Richard 
Ayoade takes on the worst of the 
British weather. (R) 3.40 Gadget 
Man Richard Ayoade turns his 
attention to public transport. (R) 
4.10 Benchmark Game show, 
hosted by Paddy McGuinness. 4.55 
Grand Designs Australia (R) 5.50 
How I Met Your Mother (R) 



Sinatra 100: An All-Star 
Grammy Concert, on at 
11.05pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Andre Rieu’s 
Christmas Spectacular A seasonal 
concert by the Dutch violinist and 
his Johann Strauss Orchestra, 
featuring performances of 0 Come 
All Ye Faithful, Silent Night, Jingle 
Bells and White Christmas. (R) 
10.50 FILM: Scrooge (1970) A 
miserly man is taught the error of his 
ways by a host of spectral visitors. 
Musical adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, starring 
Albert Finney and Alec Guinness. 
★★★ 1.05 FILM: Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers (1954) A cowboy 
decides to get married, prompting 
his six hellraising brothers to kidnap 
brides for themselves. Stanley 
Donen’s musical Western, starring 
Howard Keel and Jane Powell. 
★★★★ 


3.10 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) Musical fantasy, 
starring Judy Garland. 
★★★★ 

5.10 Michael Buble’s 
Christmas 2015 Festive 
special, with guest 
appearances by Celine 
Dion, Tori Kelly and Sharon 
Jones. (R) 

L05 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 
countdown of songs 
guaranteed to make any 
Christmas party go with a 
swing, including classics 
by the Jackson 5, Jona 
Lewie, Band Aid, the 
Pogues and Kirsty MacColl, 
and Slade. (R) 

8.50 Chas & Dave’s Xmas 
Knees Up! Festive 

entertainment from 1982, 
with guests including Eric 
Clapton, Jimmy Cricket, 
Jim Davidson, Albert Lee 
and Lennie Peters joining 
the Cockney duo. (R) 
9.40 Britain’s Favourite 
Abba Songs A 

countdown of the Swedish 
pop group’s 20 most 
popular songs, with 

celebrity fans including 
Jane McDonald and Liz 
McClarnon introducing 
their favourite clips. (R) 
11.05 Sinatra 100: An All- 
Star Grammy Concert 
Celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the singer’s 
birth, featuring 

performances of some of 
his best-known songs by 
Tony Bennett, Garth 
Brooks, Usher and Alicia 
Keys. 

1.25 Abba: Live in Concert The 

Swedish band in during 

their six-night residence at London’s 
Wembley Arena in November 1979, 
featuring hits including Voulez- 
Vous, Dancing Queen and 
Waterloo. (R) 2.35 SuperCasino 
Viewers get the chance to take part 
in live interactive gaming, with a mix 
of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 4.00 
Christmas with Britain’s Biggest 
Family The problems posed by the 
festive season to large families. (R) 
4.45 House Doctor A flat in Kensal 
Green, west London. (R) 5.10 
House Doctor A property in 
Spennymoor, Co Durham. (R) 5.35 
House Doctor (R) 


Home-Start Walsall 
is a Registered 
Charity in England 
and Wales 
number 1112680 
Company no. 5575101 
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St^Rt 

a/«4 tnmctaMpi 


Volunteers Wanted! 

We need Volunteers to offer practical support, 
encouragement and reassurance for families with at 
least one child under the age of 5. 

Would you like to be involved in supporting families 
with young children? Would you like to be involved 
in supporting families with healthy lifestyle choices? 
Would you like to be involved in supporting parents 
become more involved in children’s play and 
development and preparing them for school? 

If you have at least two hours per week to spare, your 
time and experience of parenting/grand-parenting, 
would make a huge difference to a young family. 

A volunteer role with Home-Start would increase your 
knowledge and skills and enhance your CV if you are 
interested in further training or employment. 

Our next course will be on the dates below, 9.30-2.30pm: 


Week One 

Tuesday 19th January 2016 

Week Two 

Tuesday 26th January 2016 

Week Three 

Tuesday 2nd February 2016 

Week Four 

Tuesday 9th February 2016 

Week Five 

Tuesday 23rd February 2016 

Week Six 

Tuesday 1st March 2016 


Full training and travel expenses are provided. DBS 
checks and character references are required. 

If you are interested, please call the office on 
01922 647018 or email 
gemmanorman@homestartwalsall.org.uk 
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For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


star 


extrajRAVEL 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for 
a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton,returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give 
plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to upgrade. 
Plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Russell Howard stars, A 
Gert Lush Christmas, on 
at 9.00pm 

6.00 Race to Super Bowl 50 Action 
from the week 15 fixtures. (R) 6.50 
Flog It! Making a profit at auction. 

7.35 FILM: Tom Thumb (1958) A 
miniature boy foils the schemes of a 
pair of crooks and helps a kind 
musician find true love. Children’s 
musical fantasy, starring Russ 
Tamblyn, Terry-Thomas and Peter 
Sellers. ★★★ 9.05 FILM: Hotel for 
Dogs (2009) Family comedy, 
starring Emma Roberts. ★★★ 

10.35 Ten Pieces II The BBC 
Philharmonic Orchestra and guests 
perform recitals of 10 classical 
works. 11.35 FILM: G-Force (2009) 
Children’s adventure, starring Bill 
Nighy. ★★ 1.00 Attenborough’s 
Big Birds: Natural World (R) 2.00 
Attenborough’s Paradise Birds 
(I 


Holly Willoughby 
presents, Surprise 
Surprise on at 7.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. (R) 6.25 Pat & Stan (R) 
6.30 Pat & Stan (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story (R) 7.05 Oddbods 
(R) 7.10 Sooty (R) 7.25 Super 4 (R) 
7.40 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 7.50 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series (R) 8.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go 9.00 The 
Tom & Jerry Show (R) 9.15 The 
Tom & Jerry Show (R) 9.25 Elf: 
Buddy’s Musical Christmas (R) 
10.25 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 
10.55 FILM: Back to the Future 
Part III (1990) ★★★ 1.05ITV News 
and Weather 1.20 FILM: Jurassic 
Park (1993) Action adventure, 
starring Sam Neill. ★★★★ 


3.00 Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy 
comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler. ★★★ 

4.30 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 

5.30 


6.20 

7.20 


Don’t Panic! The Dad’s 
Army Story (R) 

We’re Doomed!: The 
Dad’s Army Story (R) 
Dad’s Army Frazer is 
unable to hide his delight 
when Captain Mainwaring’s 
disreputable brother 
gatecrashes a sherry party 
for local dignitaries. Classic 
comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear: From A to Z 

John Bishop narrates the 
first of two programmes 
celebrating the highlights 
of the Jeremy Clarkson, 
James May and Richard 
Hammond era, via an 
alphabetical list. 

9.00 A Gert Lush Christmas 

Comedian RusieTf 
Howard’s debut comedy 
drama. Dan Colman is 
about to introduce the 
woman of his dreams to his 
crazy but adorable family at 
Christmas, but it may not 
goto plan. 

10.00 Abz on the Christmas 
Farm Abz Love and his 
girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
spend Christmas reflecting 
on the successes and 
failures oftheiryear running 
a smallholder farm in 
Wales. 

10.30 Backchat End of Year 
Show 2015 Jack 
Whitehall and his father 
Michael review the past 12 
months, picking apart 
some of the highs and lows 
of 2015 in an end-of-year 
special. 

11.15 Kinky Boots (2005) 

A man inherits a 
struggling shoe factory 
and finds salvation for 
his business in a drag 
artist’s need for custom 
footwear. Comedy 
drama, starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
Joel Edgerton. ★★★ 

1.00 FILM: Marnie (1964) ★★★ 

3.05 Sign Zone: Imagine - The 

Ecstasy of Wilko Johnson (R) 4.40 

This Is BBC Two 


3.40 Midsomer Murders A 

man’s apparent suicide 
shocks the village of 
Morton Fendle - but things 
take a sinister turn when 
Barnaby and Jones 
discover the victim was not 
alone when he died. (R) 

5.40 ITV News and Weather 
6.00 The Nation’s Favourite 

Disney Song 

7.00 Surprise Surprise Holly 
Willoughby delivers 
Christmas presents to 
members of the public, 
including an injured soldier 
preparing to row across the 
Atlantic and a young heart 
transplant survivor. 

8.00 Peter & Wendy Lucy 
Rose, a 12-year-old girl 
with a serious heart 
condition, is admitted to St 
Ormond Street Hospital to 
await treatment. On the 
night before her operation, 
Lucy reads JM Barrie’s tale 
of Peter Pan to her fellow 
patients, and as she 
eventually drifts off to 
sleep, her dreaming mind 
conjures up the magical 
world of Neverland. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross 
Show Christmas 
Special The host presents 
a Boxing Day special in 
which he dispenses with 
his no-holds-barred 
questions, and instead 
invites guests to take part 
in light-hearted games. 
11.10ITV News Including 
Regional News and ITV 
Weather; Weather. 

11.25 From Russia with 
Love (1963) James 
Bond is assigned to 
steal a top-secret Soviet 
decoding machine-but 
the mission is a trap set 
by crime syndicate 
Spectre. Spy thriller, 
with Sean Connery and 
Robert Shaw. ★★★ 

1.25 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote Cabot Cove becomes the 
scene of deadly competition when 
an eccentric recluse dies, and 
Jessica is given the dubious honour 
of executing the woman’s will. (R) 


3.30 Home Alone 3 

(1997) Comedy 
sequel, starring Alex D 
Linz. ★★★ 

5.25 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

5.35 The Secret Life of 
Children at Christmas 

The children are reunited to 
perform their own nativity 
play. (R) 

6.30 Britain’s Favourite 
Children’s Books with 
David Walliams The 

comedy actor counts down 
through a list of the nation’s 
most beloved children’s 
books, while other celebrity 
fans read extracts from the 
selected tales. 

8.00 Inside Lego at 
Christmas Cameras 
return to the Lego factory 
ahead of Christmas to 
discover how staff prepare 
for the festive season, 
which accounts for more 
than half of the firm’s 
annual sales. 

9.00 The Big Fat Quiz of the 
Year 2015 Rob Brydon, 
Sue Perkins,; David 
Mitchell, Claudia 
Winkleman, Greg Davies 
and Jo Brand reveal 
whether they have their 
fingers on the pulse of 
modern life in the annual 
quiz. 

11.05 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker Alex Zane 
presents 50 festive internet 
clips that have proved 
popular around the world, 
including a turkey with a 
boob job and an inventive 
Christmas tree decoration- 
remover. (R) 

12.10 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The host is joined 
by Catherine Tate’s Nan, Keith 
Lemon, Lorraine Kelly, Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. Plus, music by 
Little Mix and One Direction. Last in 
the series. (R) 2.05 Rude Tube Alex 
Zane counts down the Top 50 online 
videos devoted to love and marriage. 
3.00 Hollyoaks Omnibus. Ziggy and 
Celine find Ste sleeping outside after 
another binge and rush him to 
hospital, while Reenie receives a 
invitation to Derek’s will reading. (R) 

5.10 Location, Location, Location 
Two families who were selling up to 
fund a business. (R) 


3.15 Diana (2013) 

Premiere. Fact-based 
drama, starring Naomi 
Watts and Naveen 
Andrews. ★ 

5.05 One Chance (2013) 

Premiere. Fact-based 
comedy drama, starring 
James Corden. ★★★ 
7.05 Christmas Makes You 
Laugh Out Loud lain Lee 
presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have 
taken the internet by storm 
in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious 
online clips with a festive 
twist. (R) 

8.05 Chas & Dave’s Xmas 
Knees Up! Festive 
entertainment from 1982, 
which sees the Cockney 
duo joined by celebrity 
guests Eric Clapton, Jimmy 
Cricket, Jim Davidson, 
Albert Lee and Lennie 
Peters. (R) 

9.00 Football League 
Tonight: Boxing Day 
Special Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
packed Boxing Day fixture 
list, including Hull City v 
Burnley and Derby County 
v Fulham in the 
Championship. 

10.30Most Shocking 
Christmas TV 
Moments A merry romp 
through the most 
inappropriate, outrageous 
and appallingly atrocious 
Christmas television 
turkeys of aN time, featuring 
contributions from some of 
those involved. 

12.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away! Christmas Special The 

world of debt collection during the 
festive period. (R) 1.25 

SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Kids’ Hospital at 
Christmas: Revisited Catching up 
with the six children who featured in 
the series. (R) 4.00 Chris Tarrant 
on the Polar Express Chris 
embarks on a 2,000-mile railway trip 
from Moscow to Arctic Siberia. (R) 
4.50 Make It Big The raffle money 
goes missing. (R) 5.15 Make It Big 
First episode of % reality show 
following 12 young entrepreneurs. 
(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm (R) 5.50 
Angels of Jarm Bindi is jealous of 
Jess’s new coat. (Rf 






6.00 Breakfast A round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus sports reports, weather 
forecastsandartsand entertainment 
features. Including NewsWatch at 
7.45. 10.00 Christmas Saturday 
Kitchen With Christopher Biggins, 
Eric Chavot, Pascal Aussignac and 
Nadiyaf^Hussain. 11.30 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas Transforming leftovers 
into simple dishes. (R) 12.15 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.25 Football 
Focus Dan Walker reviews the 
week’s action. 1.00 Comic Relief 
2015: Thanks a Billion! Lenny 
Henry revisits comedy highlights 
from this year’s charity event. 2.00 
Wallace & Gromit: A Grand Day 
Out (R) 2.25 A Grand Night In: The 
Story of Aardma 


3.25 


Boots 


4.45 

6.10 

6.40 

6.50 

7.00 


7.30 


8.00 


8.30 


Puss in 
( 2011 ) ★★★ 

The Croods (2013) 

★★★ 

Shaun the Sheep: The 
Farmer’s Llamas 
BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Dickensian New series. 
Period drama re-imagining 
the works of Charles 
Dickens as inter-connected 
tales, beginning as ruthless 
debt collector Jacob 
Marley makes himself an 
enemy. 

EastEnders Kat tells 
Martin that Alfie is still in 
Spain - unaware he is not 
far behind her - and Dean 
is angry with Shirley after 
she ruins his plans for 
Christmas dinner. 

Still Open All Hours 
Granville and Gastric try to 
get Madge into the festive 
spirit by organising a cosy 
drinks party, while a 
bargain Christmas tree 
causes problems. 
Dickensian Christmas 
Day arrives and Inspector 
Bucket begins his 
investigation into Jacob 
Marley’s murder, and at 
Satis House, Amelia 
Havisham’s mysterious 
rescuer makes another 
appearance. 

And Then There Were 
None New series. Ten 
strangers are stranded on 
a remote island, and learn 
there may be a killer in their 
midst. Period mystery, 
starring Anna Maxwell 
Martin. Continues 
tomorrow. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 
10.20 The National Lottery 
Live Ore Oduba with the 
all-important Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

10.30 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker presents highlights 
of the full programme of 
Premier League games, 
including Chelsea v 
Watford, Manchester City v 
Sunderland and Stoke City 
v Manchester United; 
National Lottery Update 
12.05 FILM: The Guardian (2006) 
★★★ 2.15 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 2.20 BBC News 


9.00 


George Clooney stars, 
Fantastic Mr Fox, on at 
11.25am 

6.15 FILM: Ramona and Beezus 
(2010) Family comedy, starring 
Joey King. ★★★ 8.00 The Morning 
Line Nick Luck and guests are at 
Kempton Park to preview today’s 
races. 9.00 The Big Bang Theory 
Leonard fails to get Sheldon into the 
Christmas mood. (R) 9.30 The Big 
Bang Theory The gang reflects on 
how Sheldon has changed their 
lives. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 10.25 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons (R) 11.25 
FILM: Fantastic Mr Fox (2009) A 
fox gives up stealing chickens in 
favour of family life, but a new 
challenge is too tempting. Stop- 
motion animated adventure, with 
the voices of George Clooney and 
3^eryl Streep. ★★★ 1.10 Channel 4 
Racing 


Festive cheer, Christmas 
Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, on at 7.05pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.1 OThe Saturday 
Show Matt Barbet and Gaby Roslin 
present the topical show with three 
celebrity guests, who discuss the 
week’s headlines, as well as viral 
videos and the latest TV and film 
releases. 11.10 The Dog Rescuers 
at Christmas with Alan Davies Ql 
regular and comedian Alan Davies 
throws a party for some of the stars 
of the series, and award-winning 
RSPCA officer Derek Hampson 
hands out presents to rescue dogs 
across England and?-Wales. (R) 
12.10 The Secret Life of Marilyn 
Monroe Biopic exploring how the 
actress and sex symbol managed 
to hide her most intimate secrets 
from the press, even at the height of 
her fame. Starring Kelli Garner and 
Susan Sarandon. 


David Jason stars, Still 
Open All Hours, on at 
8.00pm 


ITV 
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PUZZLES 


21 


BRAIN GYM 


No.357 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

X 

2 

U 

3 

A 

K 

5 

H 

6 z 

7 

F 

8 

Y 

P 

10 

R 

11 

C 

12 

W 

13 

D 

14 

J 

15 

T 

16 

1 

17 

B 

18 

Q 

19 

V 

20 

E 

21 

L 

22 

N 

23 

G 

24 

o 

25 

M 

26 

s 


1 

N 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Jovial fellow right 
for cutting (5) 

8. Ashamed - got rid 
of a graduate (7) 

9. Practised player 
gets well-used set 
of cards (3,4) 

10. The chosen 
beginning of a 
power source (5) 

12. Give way and 
tolerate a team 
(5,5) 

15. It’s unlikely that one 
politician can wear 
a gown (10) 

18. There will be some 
on the staff, of 
course (5) 

19. Dissipated sea- 
creature joins the 
air force (7) 

21. Grimly holding the 
back end of the 
ship? (7) 

22. It’s more pleasant 
right by French 
resort (5) 


Down 

1. Pardon graduate 
getting up to answer 
(10) 

2. Vehicles containing 
500 pieces for game 

(5) 

3. Gamble on article 
from the Greek 
alphabet (4) 

4. Irritate mother 
animal going up to 
lair (6) 

5. Game played at HQ 
dance (8) 

6. I re-echo such a 
greeting (7) 

11. Be comforted in that 
place twice (5,5) 

13. A large number 
of old-fashioned 
pronouns also (8) 

14. Picked out rashly, 
so to speak? (7) 

16. Dresses youth 
leader in tapestry 

( 6 ) 

17. Black, sticky stuff 
suitable for playing 
games on (5) 

20. An excellent 
punishment (4) 



Sudoku 
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4 
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3 



6 

1 




4 


9 





5 
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6 
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3 
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8 

9 
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1 

8 

6 


6 




5 


2 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Drive (5) 

8. Egg white (7) 

9. Food (7) 

10. Drift (5) 

12. Belligerent (10) 

15. Generous (4-6) 

18. Shade (5) 

19. Nomad (7) 

21. Yield (7) 

22. Reject scornfully (5) 


Down 

1. Uneasiness (10) 

2. Foam (5) 

3. Too (4) 

4. Transmit (4,2) 

5. Impediment (8) 

6. Sovereign (7) 

11. Dissatisfaction (10) 

13. Ignored (8) 

14. Signification (7) 

16. Figure (6) 

17. Compass (5) 

20. Pant (4) 



Niner 


2 . 


Who was the Leader of the House of 
Commons from 1976-9? 

In which country is the Athos 
peninsula? 

Who was the companion of Don 
Quixote? 

In which two months are the Dog-days? 
5. To which crop is the Colorado Beetle a 
serious pest? 


4. 


What is the gnu also known as? 

Of what family is the Guinea-Pig a 
member? 

How many gallons did a kilderkin once 
represent? 

Which is the brightest of the planets? 


10. In which country is Innsbruck? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Exodus; 2 The Tempest; 3 1965; 4 
Klaus Barbie; 5 25; 6 June 6th; 

7 Jane Austen; 8 Canada; 9 Czech; 

10 Painting. 

Niner: SECTIONAL 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


456298 gives a dance, 

1534 gives a movie, 
4785699 gives a performance. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Enable; 8 Matter; 10 Out¬ 
side; 11 Avoid; 12 None; 13 Stole; 17 David; 18 
Vote; 22 Least; 23 Outpost; 24 Strife; 25 Cutler. 
Down: 1 Resound; 2 Casting 3 Plain; 4 Capable; 
5 Stood; 6 Bride; 9 Test pilot; 14 Mastiff; 15 
Monocle; 16 Letters; 19 Class; 20 Harry; 21 
Stout. QUICK - Across: 7 Return; 8 Quiver; 10 
Diction; 11 Forge; 12 Club; 13 Grain; 17 Slide; 

18 Gain; 22 Maxim; 23 Explain; 24 Clergy; 25 
Joyous. Down: 1 Produce; 2 Stuck-up; 3 Krait; 4 
Surfeit; 5 Avert; 6 Greed; 9 Unbridled; 14 Plum¬ 
age; 15 Paragon; 16 Oneness; 19 Smack; 20 
Expel; 21 Spool. 


nine Ultimate Dif 


jPjmtl 


j-tTTTi 


IMF 


M0T0WN4f.Ri \ 
KYLIE + MANY MORE 

r jr W j 


■ wi w Mjli ■ ■■ i 

ALDRIDGE 


ArenaAltffidge.co.uk 

DOORS OPEN: 7:30PM - TILL LATE 


FAMILIES WELCOME PI CP ADVANCE 

FOR DETAILS CALL: If liWllTICKETS 

07882 768104 DOOR PRICE £10.00 

39-43 Rookery Lane. Aldridge WS9 8QR 



pauldubberley, 

t- k q o c F i t o n n o n F 


the estate ageij^ 

www.pauldubberley.co.uf 


Wednesbury Tipton West Bromwich Willenhall Walsall Bilston 

0121 222 1301 0121 222 1304 0121 222 1307 01902505971 01922460781 01902505974 



■ 101 Upper Ettingshall Road, Bilston, WV14 9QY. 

We are acting in the sale of the above property and have received 
an offer of £150,000. 

Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing to 
the selling agent before an exchange of contracts takes place. EPC D 


253 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DQ We are acting 
in the sale of the above property and have received an offer 
of £110,000. Any interested parties must submit any higher 
offers in writing to the selling agent before an exchange of 
contracts takes place. EPC rating D 


2 Bedroom end terraced house on a corner plot, entrance 
hall, lounge, kitchen, dining area, bathroom, driveway and 
rear garden, no upward chain, call 01922 241100 to view. 




This Semi Detached home which has the benefit of a 
brand new Kitchen and Bathroom briefly comprises, Porch, 
Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, First floor landling, 
Three bedrooms, Bathroom, Garage and rear Garden. 

£125,000 



This Modern Detached property which has been recently 
updated to a very good standard is located on the 
Sedgemoor Park Estate. The property briefly comprises, 
Hall, Lounge, Dining room, Kitchen, Downstairs Cloakroom, 
Four Bedrooms, Bathroom, Garage and Rear Garden. 
£225,000 



Fantastic opportunity for a First time buyer or investor to 
purchase this Semi Detached residence. The property which is in 
need of refurbishment briefly comprises, Porch, Hallway, Lounge, 
Kitchen, Side Veranda, Three bedrooms, Bathroom, Separate WC 
and Rear Garden. The property comes with No Upward Chain. 

£90,000 


www.pauldubberley.co.uktv.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 
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“thefastticket eating out 



Definitely worth a visit - Spices, Walsall Road, Bridgtown, Cannock The spacious interior has comfortable seating Manager Ali, left pictured with Head Chef Anwar at Spices 

New restaurant where menu variety was 
definitely the spice of life for my family 


IT’S always a shame when a 
long-standing pub shuts down - 
and these days it happens all too 
frequently. 

But sometimes a successful, new ven¬ 
ture fills the void. And that is exactly 
what Spices Restaurant has done in 
Bridgtown, Cannock. 

Its former presence as a pub has not 
been completely forgotten, though. The 
Bridgetown Tavern - with an ‘e’ unlike 
the village it stands in - was a popular 
local, but after its unexpected closure 
around three years ago, Syed Ali stepped 
in to turn it into an Indian restaurant. 

Ali already runs restaurants in Sedgley and 
Wednesbury but when the Cannock area was 


suggested, he was not put off by the plethora 
of eateries already in the area. 

“I know there were a lot of restaurants, but 
that means there are a lot of eaters,” he said. 

Cleverly, though, while identifying the need 
to cater for a growing clientele, he has steered 
clear of the main cluster of restaurants, thus 
avoiding where his main competition would be. 

Beams 

Spices lies on a main road through the vil¬ 
lage, ideal for passing trade but far enough 
away from the town centre saturation. 

Some of the pub’s old features remain, 
though, including the centrepiece bar. It is be¬ 
cause of this that the interior doesn’t have that 
feel of a contemporary diner - and it’s all the 
better for it. 

Alterations have been made of course, but 


Mark Shipp tucks in 

the exposed brickwork and beams give it a 
more homely feeling. Tables are set out to 
cater for parties of diners, or families, and it is 
this set up that Ali, as he prefers to be known, 
prides his operation on. 

I dined with my family, and truth to be told, 
it was an evening that money couldn’t buy. 
We had proper conversations, we could hear 
ourselves talk. There were other diners, but 
no-one too loud or boisterous - and, where else 
could you dine out to a background soundtrack 
that included Stevie Wonder, The Three De¬ 
grees and Simply Red? Not all my cup of tea, 
but certainly an eclectic mix. 

Ali and his staff, there are 14 employed 
in all, took time out to chat to us and check 
everything was okay, while being fully aware 


that other diners needed attention, too. What’s 
more the food was enjoyed by all four of us. 
From a menu that featured a seemingly end¬ 
less list of Spices exclusives and recommended 
dishes like the khunda, the choice was cer¬ 
tainly extensive. 

Perfect 

Ali spoke highly of his team of chefs, who 
like to add new lines on a regular basis and 
welcome comments from customers on fa¬ 
voured or requested dishes. They didn’t let us 
down here. 

Now I wouldn’t say a fish dish is my favour¬ 
ite curry, but to quote the legendary philoso¬ 
pher Brian Clough “it’s in the top one.” I was 
in my element here as I was allowed to try two, 
the mach palak - pan-fried sea bass fillets in 
a medium sauce with spinach and potatoes, 


complemented by lemon rice and naan bread, 
and the kanda wala machli, fish cooked in a 
lemon and coriander sauce. It’s easy to say 
when being looked after for the purpose of a 
review that everything was OK. Often little 
things go wrong or not something is not quite 
right. It’s human nature. However, this was a 
night when absolutely everything was perfect. 

A more pleasant ‘mein host’ you could not 
wish to meet, in impressive surroundings, with 
a just-right atmosphere and terrific food. 

It seems that Ali has it spot-on, and his reg¬ 
ular diners - he caters for 70 but that can be 
extended - are proof of the quality served up. 

For the record, the better half’s makani 
bhuna and the children’s tikka masala and 
chips were well received, too. 

Spices is open from 5.30 to 11pm between 
Tuesday and Sunday. Call 01543 502767. 


^recycle 

for Walsall 



Your Christmas 
Rubbish and Recycling 
arrangements 2015/16 


Changes to your rubbish bin collection service (grey bin) 


Normal collection day 

Your next collection will be 

Friday 25 December 2015 

Monday 28 December 
with 3 extra bags of rubbish 

Monday 28 December 2015 

Monday 4 January 
with 3 extra bags of rubbish 

Friday 1 January 2016 

Friday 8 January 2016 
with 3 extra bags of rubbish 

For operational reasons, extra bags of rubbish will be collected by a 
different crew. 

Changes to your recycling bin collection service 

(green bin) 

Normal collection day 

Your next collection will be 

Friday 25 December 2015 

Monday 28 December 2015 

Monday 28 December 2015 

Monday 4 January 2016 

Friday 1 January 2016 

Friday 8 January 2016 


For operational reasons no extra bags ot recycling will be collected, please check 
our top 20 list to see what can go in your green recycling bin. 


Please check your new bin collection calendar or 
visit our website for your schedule for the next year. 


Your garden waste collection service (brown bin) 


There will be no garden waste collections from Friday 20 
November 2015 until week commencing Monday 4 April 2016. 
Please check your bin collection calendar tor your first brown 
bin collection of the spring. Alternatively contact us on the 
details below. 



Your local tips - extra opening hours 


Local tips (Household Waste Recycling Centres) will be closed on 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. We are opening 
for two additional days, one at each site to help with increased 
demand over the holiday period. 



Poor weather conditions 


If we can’t carry out normal collections due to poor weather 
conditions we will keep you updated by local radio, our website, 
facebook and twitter. We will also leave a recorded message on 
our contact centre number 01922 653344. 


Should you require further information: 

Telephone: 01922 653344 
Website: www.walsall.gov.uk 
Email cleanandgreen@walsall.gov.uk 

:f@Cleangreentweet Walsall bins and things 


Mon 21 Dec 

/ 

/ 

Tue 22 Dec 

/ 

X 

Wed 23 Dec 

/ 

X 

Thu 24 Dec 

X 

/ 

Fri 25 Dec 

X 

X 

Sat 26 Dec 

X 

X 

Sun 27 Dec 

/ 

/ 

Mon 28 Dec 

/ 

/ 

Tue 29 Dec 

/ 

/ 

Wed 30 Dec 

/ 

/ 

Thu 31 Dec 

E 

E 

Fri 1 Jan 

X 

X 

Sat 2 Jan 

/ 

/ 

Sun 3 Jan 

/ 

/ 



Explore your world with 

star i extra travel 
See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air 
and Eurostar, plus holidays 
further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



REASONS TO BUY A NEW 

Skoda citigo 


0% APR 





Car of the 


Year2015 


subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle, subject to status. 

Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan with deposits from 0-30%. To achieve the monthly payment advertised, a £2,840.40 deposit is required. Deposit 
shown may be higher than the minimum; a lower deposit will result in increased monthly payments. Based on a 42-month, 10,000-mile per annum agreement. 
A lower deposit will result in increased monthly payments, and an increased final payment. 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms 
and conditions apply. Excess mileage charges of 4.4p per mile apply. Offer available when ordered by 31 December 2015 from participating retailers. Offers are 
not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of print. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. We 
can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. Model shown is Citigo 3dr 1.0 MPI Black Edition. Total OTR 
price is £9,990. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA Citigo range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 50.4 (5.6) to 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 70.6 (4.0) to 78.5 
(5.6), Combined 62.8 (4.5) to 68.9 (4.1). CO 2 emissions for the SKODA Citigo range are 105 to 95g/km. Standard EU test figures for 
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 


" £79 11 ' 

per month 


<3> Autosales Burntwood 




Unit 1 Attwood Road, Zone 1, 
Burntwood Business Park, 

WS7 3GJ 
(Near Cannock) 

01543 450000 

www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


AUTOSALES 

THE UK'S LONGEST ESTABLISHED SKODA DEALER 


SKODA 


REASONS TO BUY A NEW 

SKODA 
CITIGO 
BLACK 
EDITION 


REASONS TO BUY A REASONS TO BUY A 

DELIVERY MILEAGE DELIVERY MILEAGE 



n 2015 (65) REGISTRATION/ 

NEW MODEL 

SKODA 
FABIA SE 


\ 2015 (65) REGISTRATION / 

SKODA RAPID 
SPACEBACK1.6 
TDi SE SPORT 


WHATCAR? 


Car of the 


Year2015 


» Black Pearlescent paint 
•> Black Alloy Wheels » DAB radio 
» Satellite navigation » Bluetooth 
» Sunset Glass 



REASONS TO BUY A 
DEMONSTRATOR MODEL 

2015 (65) REGISTRATION 

SUPERB 2.0TDi . 
4x4 OUTDOOR 
PLUS 


Electric trOTTOTfTOows » Bluetooth 
Height adjustable drivers seat » DAB digital radio 
Stop/Start Engine system LIST PRICE £13,250 



> Delivery m'eago PAS » ABS » Alloy Wheels » Bluetooth 
» Air-Con » Electric Windows » Rear Parking Sensors 
» Cruise Control » Sat Nav + DAB Radio 


Only 3,000 miles » Steel Grey » ABS » Alloy Wheels 
Bluetooth » Air-Con » Electric Windows » Full leather 
Rear Parking Sensors » Cruise Control » Sat Nav + DAB Radio 


0% APR 

REPRESENATIVE* 

L with Solutions Personal 
Contract Plan 


DRIVE AWAY FOR ONLY DRIVE AWAY FOR ONLY DRIVE AWAY FOR ONLY 


SAVING ON NEW OVER SAVING ON NEW OVER SAVING ON NEW OVER 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) retain the vehicle: pay the optional final 
payment to own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; 
or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle, subject to status. Available on Solutions Personal Contract 
Plan with deposits from 0-30%. Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charges of 4.4p per mile 
apply. Offer available when ordered by 31 December 2015. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA Citigo range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 50.4 
(5.6) to 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 70.6 (4.0) to 78.5 (3.6), Combined 62.8 (4.5) to 68.9 (4.1). 
C02 emissions for the SKODA Citigo range are 105 to 95g/km. Standard EU test figures 
for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 



<5 Autosales 

Attwood Road, Burntwood, WS7 5GJ 

NEAR CANNOCK 

^ 01543 450000 I 08433160483 

@ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 



follow us on 

bwifcfcer 


@autosalesgroup 



find us on 

facebook 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 











































































The Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 



Accountancy 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services 
for the self employed, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


Aerials 



BSI Accredited Concrete Supplies /c2>T^\ 

01543 897979 


email: info@kcgconcrete.co.uk 


M: 07914 353321 • www.kingscroftconcreteandgrabhire.co.uk 


Unit 33a, Martindale Industrial Estate, Hawkes Green, Cannock, WS11 7XN 


Driveways 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

digital @ DISCOUNTS 

- fjs skv FREE 

^ • QUOTATIONS 




A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcat.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


Bathrooms 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


NEED EXTRA SPACE ?, 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 


NS 


► Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
• Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 


Specialists 


O BATHROOMS 
OWETROOMS 
O PLASTERING 
O BATHROOM DESIGN 
OTILING/PLASTERING 

O DISABLED/MOBILITY 
BATHROOMS 

All types of Home Improvements 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

07869 134456 
A 0I9EE 646144 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ■ 


mbelectric. co.uk 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


Fencing 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES $> 

Members of Guild of Mastercraftsmen 

WINTER SALE OF FEATHEREDGE 
PANELS + GATES - WHILE STOCKS LAST 


Up to 30% lower prices than most other 
major suppliers, Builders Merchants etc. 


Sizes 

6’ x 6’ 

6’ x 5’ 

6’ x 4’ 

6’ x 3’ 

6’ x 2’ 

Gates 

Each 

£23 

£21 

£19 

£16 

£13 

6’ x 3’ £25 

20+ 

£21 

£19 

£17 

£14 

£11 

6’ x 2’ £22 


Arch Bow Tops Available at £1.50 extra 
Individual Boards @ 12p per ft. Prices include VAT. 


Also available at lowest winter prices include overlap, 
trellis, picket panels, gravel boards etc. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON SUPPLY *ERECT PRICES* 

Call us for free, no obligation quotation. 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON SPRING/SUMMER PRICES. 

Tel: 01543 821213.07886 369958 or 07828 693442 

UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 


Parts 


P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

Q Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 
a Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 

WANTED jfik 

LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or WSJ 
accident damaged - Anything considered Td/iffiTiffTBy 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 


Plumbing & Heating 


Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 
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Gardening 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 


| AlsoJ/Varranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years | 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


safe 

301067 


~'D T SMIT'Hr 

PLUMBERS 

Plumbing and Heating 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
0AP Discounts 

No Obligation Free Quotes 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Taps • Overflows 

• Tanks & Boilers 

Tel Dan: 

07541 557284 
01543 732018 



CASH FOR 
FAULTY TV’S 
AND PLAY 
STATIONS 

CALL JAMES 
07404837309 



Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 



Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


UPK 


Household Appliances 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair Engineers 
All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing Machines 
and Tumble Dryers 

Free call out 

Factory trained Engineers 
Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 




To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01543 465341 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

sarah.winfield@expressandstar.co.uk M 

I 

Post to... ^ 

Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 1 

Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES ML 

















































































































































Roofing 


ROOFING SAFE 

I LTD I 




Tiling, Slating, Repair, Care and Maintenance. 
Flat roof refurbishment and repairs 
Fascias, Soffits and Roof Gutter, 
Chimney refurbisments and repairs 
Skylights and roofing light packages. 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING COVERED 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE, FREE QUOTATIONS 
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE 


Telephone: 01922 254025 

Mobile: 07403 380136 

86 . Lumlev Road . Walsall. West Midlands WS1 2LJ 


msmooFiNG 

SBESlBifl STS^M 


PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 



Dry, Ridge Systems 


25,Years Experience 


Re-Roofs 


■» 


o Glittering Repairs f o Special rates for 
o All Pointing Work iff J senior citizens I 
o Insurance Worj0^g|^ 





★ Discounts for OAP’s 
i Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


ALL 
AREAS 
COVERED 


TILING - FELTING - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs EPDM - Rubber Roofing 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering Fibre Glass Roofing 
Chimney & Pointing Work Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed Roof Cleaning 
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
All types of roofing work undertaken 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 510193 
or 07754 088538 


C.J.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 

All work guaranteed - 35 years experience 

call 01922627932 
cii.e: 07778 444401 <<W' 




To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers.. 


Call us on... 

01543 465341 


1 


E-mail us at... 


£ 


Post to... 

Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 
Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES 




ClassifiedAds 


I Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

^ Di g ni ¥ 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


\ 



WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


I-x 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



JACKSON-HATELEY 
CYCLES %l 

iMfflraamrmrc 


CHRISTMAS BONANZA 

Massive Discounts on ATB’s 


All cycles reduced across the range 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at 
discount price 

YOU BEAT OUR PRICE WE BEAT YOURS 
Book Your Cycle For Christmas 
Now At Sale Price! 

HATE LEV’S 


Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


★ BEST ★ 
SATURDAY 
BOOTSALE 

NOW on B4176, Rabbit Run, WV15 5LS 
by T.F.M between Dudley & Telford 

*07890 267041 * 



BLUE CROSS SALE starts Boxing 
Day, caravans from £9995 inc 2016 
fees,12mth season amazing facili¬ 
ties close Borth beach, pet friendly. 
Save £££’s Text/call 07494 396264 

CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2015 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

FOR SALE 2 BED CARAVAN, stun¬ 
ning park,12 month season. Lots of 
family facilities, dog friendly, 
immaculate condition, quiet pitch. 
Paul 07960 944721 for more info. 

3 BED CARAVAN for sale in Borth. 
Stunning condition throughout with 
all fees/contents inc, poor bars and 
nightly entertainment with 12 month 
season. Call Cari 07837 489013. 



Free ds 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


PING RAPTURE Set, irons, putter, 
woods and bag. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, suitable gift. Superb. £350. 
Stafford 01785 214253 



\ 

clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 



AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 

SAND, TOPSOIL, DECORATIVE 

gravels 11 Tonne direct loads at 
cheap rates. D. Gill Building & 
Garden Supplies 01922 452221/ 
452266 7 days. 

SHEDS AND FENCING AT KNC. 

See our new showroom at Willen- 
hall Rd, WV1 3DZ, 01902 450137. 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10:30am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CHEAP INDIAN SANDSTONE 

paving from £15.50 per square 
metre including vat. Choice of 
colours. Ranton Building Supplies 
LTD 01543 276006 

NEEDLEWORK STAND with spot¬ 
light, working frame and magnifying 
glass, all in new condition, £70 ono. 
01543 674663. 



ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords etc. very good 
prices paid. 07592 290155. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 

WANTED MINI Series A engine, 
must be in working order. 

Walsall 01922 636898. 



service 

v_ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN starts Sunday 27th Dec 10am. 
Open every day 10 till 6pm. Sunday: 10 till 4pm. 


SAVE 50%^ 
DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY i 




Beds d irect from our factory save £££’s. 

Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. 
Mattresses from £29. Ortho & memory mats from £69. 
Fashion beds from £49 and bunk bed frames from £99. 
Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest selection of beds you 
will find anywhere at lowest factory direct price. Recliner & 
_mobi!ity lift and rise choose from 
our unrivalled selection, many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta leather lift and tilt 
Was £699 HALF PRICE £349 g 
Big selection of dual motor models in leather and 
fabric, many half price. Hundreds of suites - 
recliners corner units, wing chairs at bargain prices 



Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 



aerials 


miGiTALm 
1 At ALSl 


FREEVIEW/ TALK TALK/BT VISION 
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


bathrooms 


JP Builders 

Over 20 years 
experience in bathroom & 
kitchen installations. 
TILING/PLASTERING/FREE 
QUOT^ 


07883 339818 or 01543 458664 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


building supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Floorina York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & 

joinery 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 

• Doors, floors and staircases 

• All plastering projects catered for 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre- 


07958 552625, 


illy fitted 
07950 8 


carpet fitters 


_»supplie_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


double glazing | 
V_ repairs _| 

MISTED/BROKEN UNITS, energy 
save upgrades, faulty locks/hinges, 
5 year guarantee. 07983 704889. 




electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 
ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 
SERTRONICS LTD Broken Electri¬ 
cal equipment Fixed. We repair 
most things with a plug. At home or 
bring it in to us. All major Brands 30 
years experience 01922 624412 


external 

rendering 


A FULL 15 YEAR GUARANTEE on 

all rendering work. Call for a free 
quote: Call 01902 366221. 


blinds 


Amanda 


7 Vertical Blinds from £195 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Rollers : Venetians : Wood Venetians : Romans 
Plantation Shutters : Made to Measure Curtains 

Free Quotes : Free Fitting 
TEL: 0845 667 4179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 
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“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


fitted bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.interiorsbyrobertstokes.com 


flooring I 

HIGH QUALITY wood, laminate, 
carpet and vinyl. All fitting guaran¬ 
teed. 01902 497708 07500 968783 

^ gas fitting ^ 


' GAS 1 
SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/1 
07761 973975 I 


AA Heating & Plumbing. Install/ 
Service/ Repair all gas work. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms:01922 660410 

^ gates | 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 

handyman ^ 

l services 

DAVIES INSTALLATIONS All 

aspects of building work, plumbing, 
decking, supply & fit kitchens and 
bathrooms. Call: 07793 747829 

^ house clearancesj 


HARVEY’S HOUSE / SHOP 
CLEARANCES 

Cash waiting, Any size 
Quick, discreet 
and professional service 

Call: 07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 

^ kitchen fitters ^ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

painters / ^ 

v decorators 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 838521 / 07890 879 892. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 

^ plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

^ plastering ^ 


N SPEED 
PLASTERING 
LTD 

Michael 

07977481211 A C 

Nigel 

07977493935 


plumbers 


Who do you contact for all your Gas Servicing? 

• Boilers & Central Heating • Annual Services • Fires • Cookers • Landlord Certficates 


Miller Contracts Grp Ltd 
Plumbing Heating and Property Solutions 
In association with NJ Plumbing and Heating 

GAS PLUMBING & HEATING 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON ENERGY BILLS 

A-Rated condensing Combi Boiler, Digital Stat, Horizontal Flue, up to 7 Radiators. 
Supplied and fitted from £2,495 with up to 10 year warranty (subject to annual servicing). 


Mob: 07770652915 or 07774543335 or Tel: 01922 682552 

Email: info@millercontracts.co.uk Web: www.millercontracts.co.uk 


si 


BLUE SWIFT GAS 

Heating and Plumbing Services. 

Safe and reliable! No job too small. 

Free quotes 1 All work quaranteed. 

Gas safe registered. 

01922710291 or 07799 857586 

www.blueswiftgas.com 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating I 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ removals ^ 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm i 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

ALL REMOVALS We beat any 
quote, full or part loads, all areas. 
Call Keith on 07867 862227 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 

roofing j 


CUFF niCHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Ruvbeir Roofing 3 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

skip hire j 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 

07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

SjXIPSj 

AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
[2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 

PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM j 

| 0-gl'j-i-/ -JTTJ | 

AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call Now: 
01922 711411 or 07831 105695 



Miami skips 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


Re-Upholstering of Sofas, Dining Furniture, 
Caravans, Car Retrims and more. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


1§?IS? 


MOORES UPHOLSTERY, new 

foams, re-covering, leather colour¬ 
ing etc. Free quotes. 07581 719054 





Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

LAURAS TACK BOX Still in 
NORTON CANES, Cannock. 
Everything for the Horse and rider 
Call 07949- 


9 943933/01543 277688. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 



FOR DOGS AND CATS 
Open Mon to Sun 
CaU 01922 476208 
Red Lane off Crab Lane 
Essington WV11 2DZ 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KITTENS: WEDNESBURY 

SANCTUARY Needs Homes for 
Rescue Kittens. 

Telephone 0121 502 5027. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



D.S.S. 

VtetCOfT* 

C»W* imimt 

All Black Country 

(01902 21 31 21 

Jhrrw—fcKa 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


THREE BED semi house to let, or 
house share, £195pw inc house¬ 
hold bills. 07907 744321. 


FOR SALE: 

BRAND NEW PARK HOME 


Two bedrooms, quiet residential 
site in Coven. £88,500. 
Telephone 01902 791177 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 



months MoT, low mileage, FSH, 
showroom condition, £1,995 
bargain. 7503 670510. 


■BB 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA 1 Evt. Hire. Z5 Ytari 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


FORD KA V Regn, blk, 12 months 
MoT,61,000 miles, 4 service 
stamps,. Good condition great little 
car. £400. 07976 293994. 

MERCEDES E280 silver, V regn, 
petrol, auto, 73,000, nearly new 
tyres,full MoT, fully loaded, out¬ 
standing condition. £1,275. 07756 
637486. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 2003 reg., lady 
owner, 12 months MoT, clean ana 
tidy, very reliable, first to see will 
buy. £600. 0121 601 6313. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


1ST LESSON HALF PRICE. Offers 
on block bookings. Introductory 
courses available. 07986 552131. 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ivicb 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2010 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or 
online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, 
email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning 
and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. 
Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

15/1746 Green King Brewing and Retailing Ltd FOR: 13 NO. BANNER 
BARRIER ADVERTS..AT: Unit 4 Walsall Waterfront, Wolverhampton Street, 
Walsall, WS2 8LR 

15/1738 Walsall Housing Group FOR: INSTALLATION OF EXTERNALLY 
APPLIED WALL INSULATION WITH RENDER FINISH. AT: 3, PENKRIDGE 
STREET, WALSALL, WS2 8JS 

*15/1739 ALDRIDGE HOMES LIMITED FOR: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING 
OFFICE BUILDING AND REDEVELOPMENT OF BUILDER’S MERCHANTS 
BY WAY OF THE ERECTION OF 4N0. DWELLINGHOUSES WITH 
ASSOCIATED WORKS. AT: BUILDING AND GARDEN SUPPLIES LTD, 
BARR COMMON ROAD, ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 OSB 

The application marked * does not accord with the provisions of the 
development plan for the area. 
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Personals 




AnS«Hs 

i» not im anflm ■ 
N 


tM 9 fmkvnk !►*# 
IMiil W%2 mi 

IMtBHIML 

CHAMELEONS for like minded 
adults - singles / couples. 7 days a 
week. 9am - late. Mon Bisexual 
day. 2 mins from J9 / J10 M6. 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 
THE GREENHOUSE SPA For 
Gay/Bisexual men. Jacuzzi & Rest¬ 
rooms on site. Open 7 days a week. 
2 mins J9/J10 M6. Call 0121 568 
6126. www.gay-sauna.com 


'^r 



FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Name: _ 


_ Address:. 


Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES. 


ITS ABSOLUTELY FREE 

‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 
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Steve finds 
his focus 
in love of 
the game 

FOR some time, Steve Staunton 
has been searching for focus. 

Now, he thinks he’s found it. 

Next autumn he will open a 
football academy, at Lichfield City 
FC, aimed at giving youngsters 
aged 16 to 18 another chance in 
the game. 

Staunton sees it as an oppor¬ 
tunity to give something back to 
the sport but it is impossible not 
to feel he will personally gain a re¬ 
newed sense of purpose. 

Since being sacked by Darling¬ 
ton, his second - and at this point 
last - managerial job, five-and-a- 
half years ago, the former Liver¬ 
pool, Villa and Ireland defender 
has experienced life bouncing be¬ 
tween scouting roles with no seri¬ 
ous, long-term plan. 

“I have been doing a bit of this 
and a bit of that,” he says. “Noth¬ 
ing has really come up, it is getting 
harder and harder to get into foot¬ 
ball, whether it is as a manager or 
coach. 

“This is on my terms. 

“Does this give me focus? Abso¬ 
lutely. It’s six years since I com¬ 
pleted my pro licence and this 
keeps you ticking over. 

“I would love to give these boys 
a chance to fall back in love with 
the game, enjoy yourself. I won’t 
be easy on them but I will give 
them as near to as possible what a 
professional club will.” 

Staunton has never lost his pas¬ 
sion since first arriving in England 
as a 17-year-old, after signing his 
first professional deal for Liver¬ 
pool. 

The Steve Staunton Football 
Academy is taking applications 
for September. Contact PTC Edu¬ 
cation on 01709 913600 or e-mail 
study@ptcgroup.co.uk 

Youngster is 
learning lots 
from Saido 

ALBION academy striker Tahvon 
Campbell ‘loves’ playing alongside 
Saido Berahino in the under-21s. 

The 18-year-old opened the scor¬ 
ing in a 3-0 win over Swansea un- 
der-21s recently, pouncing on a 
blocked Berahino shot before coolly 
tucking the ball in. 

He then repaid the favour to last 
season’s top scorer, winning a pen¬ 
alty in the 80th minute, which Bera¬ 
hino converted. 

Campbell played as an out-and- 
out striker while Berahino dropped 
deeper into a number 10 role, and 
the youngster enjoyed linking up 
with the senior player. 

“He’s got lots of experience,” said 
Campbell. “I just love playing with 
him and learning from him. He 
helps me a lot.” 

The young forward has a frighten¬ 
ing turn of pace, which he used to 
good effect on Monday. 

He also linked up impressively 
on a couple of occasions with senior 
winger Callum McManaman. “It 
was a really nice to play with some 

Villa cast an 
eye over Spurs 
winger Andros 

VILLA are facing a battle with New¬ 
castle United in a bid to take Spurs 
winger Andros Townsend on loan in 
the January transfer window. 

Villa, who travel to the north 
east to face the Toon on Saturday 
evening, are keen on the 24-year- 
old who has slipped down the White 
Hart Lane pecking order. 

However, fellow strugglers New¬ 
castle are also said to be interested 
in the Spurs man. 

Townsend is thought to be keen 
on a January switch as he seeks to 
play his way back into the reckoning 
of England manager Roy Hodgson 
ahead of next summer’s Euro 2016 
finals in France. 

The Spurs winger had become a 
fixture in Hodgson’s England squad 
but has fallen out of favour under 
boss Mauricio Pochettino. 


Cricketers face new year challenge 


STAFFORDSHIRE Wolves visually impaired cricket 
club are aiming to hit the ground running in 2016. 

The club, founded in 2014, are preparing for their 
biggest season to date as they enter a National De¬ 
velopment League that will see players involved in 
much more competitive action. 

And they are looking to boost their squad with 
players, of varying degrees of sight loss, ahead of the 
big season. 

The Wolves were founded on behalf of Wolver¬ 
hampton CC, who pushed through an initiative to 
promote disability cricket in the county, and along¬ 
side Beacon Centre for the blind. 

Player and club representative Andrew Causton 


added: “We’re keen to recruit and drum up interest. 

“All players have some degree of sight loss but the 
core of us are cricket lovers. 

“We train on alternate Sundays so there are lots of 
chances to get to know the group and become a team. 

“We’ve worked hard for this chance to enter the 
BCEW Development League and next year will be 
big for us. 

Incentive 

“Beacon Centre sent us an email to start it up and 
it seemed a very good opportunity. 

“It’s an incentive to train and keep fit. But we 
want to be more competitive than last year.” 

Blind Cricket for England and Wales (BCEW) 


is an organisation separate from the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and hosts a development 
league that will see the Wolves play six games in the 
season, three home and three away, against Lanca¬ 
shire Lions, Gloucester Growlers and RNC Hereford 
Bulldogs. 

They train at University of Wolverhampton cam¬ 
pus on Wulfruna Street and are grateful to the Black 
Country Consortium for financial help with training 
costs. 

In their introductory season last year, the side en¬ 
tered a development tournament in Leicester. 

Anyone interested in playing or helping out should 
call coach Steve Lightfoot on 07789 265618. 


Pics remembered 
'magnificent' Mick 


CLUB legend Mick Clayton 
was mourned by all at Rushall 
Olympic as one of the ‘magnif¬ 
icent seven’ was remembered. 

Clayton was one of the playing 
stars in a golden era for the Pics, 
during the 1960s, and then helped 
the club take strides off the pitch 
over the following decades. 

Clayton, alongside Brian Greenwood, 
Trevor Westwood, Graham Wiggin, Ray 
Wiggin, Johnny Edwards and Brian 
Humphries, played their part in master¬ 
minding Rushall’s return to the village 
in 1977, when they moved to their cur¬ 
rent Dales Lane home. 

Long-time friend and fellow commit¬ 
tee member, Edwin Venables, praised his 
influence on the football club. 

“They were a gang of lads that had a 
kickabout and thought, ‘we fancy our 
chances’,” he said. 

“They started using a local chippy as 
changing rooms but they became quite a 
prominent side. 

“They spent hours mucking in when 
they moved into their own base, chop¬ 
ping trees down and building the club¬ 
house. 

“We moved to the Aston University 
Sports Ground in 1975 but soon after 
they started working with local council¬ 
lor Dick Arkell and got the club a return 
to the local area.” 

Dominant 

The dominant era of the 1960s saw 
Rushall claim a host of silverware in¬ 
cluding the Walsall Senior Cup, Sport¬ 
ing Star Cup, Lichfield Charity Cup, JW 
Edge Cup, Walsall Memorial Charity Cup 
and Wednesbury Senior Cup. 

Clayton, described as a ‘very fragile, 
slight winger’ in his day by Venables, 
played a large part - becoming the club’s 
third highest-ranked appearance holder, 
and second-top goalscorer in the process. 

He racked up 535 appearances for the 
Pics, plundering 254 goals, while also 
clocking up 103 consecutive outings for 
Olympic between 1967 and 1970. 

Venables hailed the spirit of the side in 
the 1960s, and how a ‘family’ bond with 
the Pics stands to this day. 

“As they get older they beg\n to dedi- 



The Pics of the 1960s celebrate with the Staffs County League Division One title they won for four successive years 


cate time to family, but the love and passion remained to 
the end,” he said. 

“Mick was a good all-rounder. 

“The players of that time were one big, strong, happy 
family. 

“The funeral at Streetly Crematorium was rammed 
full, there were probably 200 people there. He was also a 
member at Little Aston Golf Club. There were all sorts of 


friends in there swapping notes and seeing old faces. 

“Players of today don’t have that bond. 

“There are no characters. 

“Whenever there’s an event, we don’t need to tell them, 
they turn up and support it no matter what.” 

As well as heroics on the field, Clayton was ready to 
muck in and as well as serving on the committee, he has 
also had a spell as secretary and even first team physio- 


Edwards could feel Morgan's pain 


STEVE MORGAN’S decision to sell Wolves earli¬ 
er this year left a cloud of uncertainty among the 
fanbase. 

But one lifelong gold and black devotee saw ex¬ 
actly where he was coming from. 

Dean Edwards, 53, is one of the few people to have 
gone from player to the dugout to the boardroom. 

But the former Wolves striker, who started his 
career at Shrewsbury Town and also played for Tel¬ 
ford United, admits his recent experience in own¬ 
ing a club as part of a consortium was a chastening 
experience. 

“I look at Wolves fans abusing Steve Morgan and 
I know he hasn’t done everything right, but they 
should be careful what they wish for,” said Ed¬ 
wards, who divides his time between his home city 
of Wolverhampton and Torquay and had spells man¬ 
aging Hednesford and Willenhall before fronting a 
consortium that took over the Devon club. 

“Exactly the same that happened to Steve hap¬ 
pened to me. 

“I was working 70, 80 hours a week and I was 
getting abuse from so-called fans so I got to a stage 
where I thought ‘let them get on with it’. 

“So I’ve got sympathy for Steve Morgan. I don’t 
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want to upset Wolves fans because I’m one myself 
and I come from Bushbury where my sisters and my 
parents still live. 

“I used to stand on the North Bank in the late 
1960s and 70s and I remember standing outside the 
social club on Waterloo Road and getting Hughie 
Curran’s autograph. 

“But I believe the fans are making a big mistake 
if they have hounded him out. 

“I’ve been to lots of clubs such as Albion, Stoke, 
QPR and Blues and the infrastructure is not a patch 
on Wolves. 

Financially 

“Sadly the club is in the same division as it was 25 
years ago and the game has moved on, particularly 
financially. 

“I remember taking a Torquay team to Wey¬ 
mouth for a friendly and even they had analysts, 
and when Mansfield played Liverpool, Liverpool 
had two buses - one for the players and one for the 
analysts. 


“At half-time Brendan Rodgers didn’t go into the 
dressing room, he went into a side room with the 
analysts. 

“The big thing is attracting players and the top 
players want to go to the bright lights of London 
and Manchester.” 

When he was struggling to make ends meet as 
well as getting abuse from fans, Edwards knew it 
was time to get out - and he walked away without 
a job to go to. 

“I wanted it so badly to work for them but I got 
criticised like Morgan by people saying I wasn’t 
qualified to do it and I thought ‘let them get on with 
it’,” he said. 

“Maybe I should have stuck it out but I started 
getting stick on the fans’ forums with the keyboard 
warriors giving me grief and I thought it was time 
to go. 

“I never went on there but close mates told me 
there was some really bad abuse, accusing me of 
having an ego. 

“The chief executive Steve Breed had some 
threatening messages sent to him. 

“It was like pushing a car up a mountain - people 
just don’t understand what’s involved.” 


There will 
never be 
another 
George Best 

THIS year Northern Ireland 
mourned the 10th anniversary of 
their greatest player’s death. 

George Best, who died at just 
59 on November 25 2005, was an 
undisputed great - not only of his 
chosen sport, but of any sport. 

Yet while his story - one of lim¬ 
itless skill, the best and worst 
excesses of celebrity and an ulti¬ 
mately fatal addiction to alcohol, 
still entrances - Best somehow 
failed to shine on the international 
stage. 

At Manchester United the hon¬ 
ours flowed - two league titles, the 
club’s first ever European Cup, a 
Ballon d’Or and a highlights reel 
to match the best in history - but it 
was a curiosity that Best managed 
only 37 appearances and nine goals 
for Northern Ireland. Fewer caps 
that Niall McGinn, fewer strikes 
than Iain Dowie. 

He is, without question, one of 
the finest players never to grace 
a major tournament. But his suc¬ 
cessors in the green shirt, after a 
30-year absence, will do just that 
next summer after qualifying for 
Euro 2016. 

Complications relating to a liver 
transplant denied Best the chance 
to share in the celebrations. 

But Gerry Armstrong, a former 
team-mate, long-time friend and 
one of Best’s pall-bearers, has no 
doubt what that would have meant 
to him. 

“I can’t believe it’s 10 years since 
that awful day but it’s amazing 
that it comes as Northern Ireland 
have just qualified for the Euro¬ 
pean Championship,” Armstrong 
said. “I know how proud George 
would have been about that. I just 
know he is somewhere up there 
looking down on us and smiling.” 

Gabby’s days 
at Villa look 
numbered 

GABBY AGBONLAHOR’S days at 
Villa could be numbered with the 
club open to offers for the 29-year- 
old forward in January. 

The club captain hasn’t scored 
for nine months and didn’t feature 
in the squad for their defeat against 
Arsenal. 

Agbonlahor has struggled to im¬ 
press new manager Remi Garde and 
if the Frenchman receives the right 
offer, Villa’s longest-serving player 
looks likely to be out of the door. 

After coming through the youth 
ranks, Agbonlahor made his debut 
for Villa in 2006 at the age of 19. 

He won three England caps in 
2008 and 2009. 

But the striker’s goals have dried 
up recently. He’s only scored 10 
goals in the last two-and-a-half sea¬ 
sons. 

He’s picked up more yellow cards 
in that time and is yet to find the net 
during this campaign. 

Agbonlahor has made more than 
300 appearances for Villa. 

Garde gets 
backing from 
Villa bosses 

REMI GARDE will be backed in the 
transfer market by Villa in a bid to 
save them from the drop. 

The boss flew to America with 
chief executive Tom Fox to meet 
owner Randy Lerner this week with 
Villa eight points from safety. 

They are rock bottom of the Pre¬ 
mier League and are on a club-re- 
cord run of 15 league games without 
a win. 

Fox appointed Garde as Tim Sher¬ 
wood’s replacement in November 
and said Garde will get the funds 
next month if he needs them. 

“It’s up to Remi. If he decides 
he needs something he has the 
chairman’s ear and his support, 
absolutely,” he said. “The transfer 
window hasn’t opened. 

“Remi has only been here for five 
games.” 
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Rushall rout 
Stafford with 
glut of goals 

Rushall 11 Stafford Town 0 

RUSHALL OLYMPIC recorded a com¬ 
prehensive 11-0 victory over an under¬ 
strength Stafford Town side depleted 
with injury to advance in the Walsall 
Senior Cup. 

Alex Reid fired in the first from near 
the penalty spot on 13 minutes after the 
Pics had already forced a couple of saves 
from Richard Store. 

Malachi Lavelle-Moore - making his 
full debut - doubled the lead when he cut 
on to his left foot and fired powerfully 
past Store on 21 minutes. 

Two minutes later, Andre Brown - 
signed on loan from Crewe earlier this 
week - glanced in Jake Heath’s corner 
before Zak Martin’s mazy run saw him 
beat three men and dart into the box in 
the 27th minute to slot past Store 

Brown grabbed his second from an¬ 
other Heath assist as he curled the ball 
into the top corner from the angle of the 
penalty area on 29 minutes. 

Less than a minute later, it was 6-0 as 
Reid sneaked in at the back post. 

Brown took just 14 minutes to com¬ 
plete his hat-trick as he was played 
through by Heath and the striker lobbed 
Store from 20 yards to give Rushall a 7-0 
lead at half-time. 

Kris Taylor got among the goals eight 
minutes into the second half, Brown 
poked home his fourth on the hour-mark 
and added his fifth four minutes later. 

The rout was complete two minutes 
before the final whistle as Luke Benbow 
played in Martin to finish into the far 
corner and make it 11-0 to the Pics. 

Rushall Olympic: Coleman, Dudley, 
Martin, Tolley, Duggan, Christophorou 
(Wilkinson 46), Heath, Taylor, Lavel- 
le-Moore (Benbow 57), Brown, Reid 

Stafford Town: Store, Dodd, Vaughan, 
Brown, Winwood, Green, Dennis (Wood 
75), Nowell, Jones, Baxter, McMahon 

Sidelined Afobe 
has shown boss 
Kenny he is a pro 

BENCHED Wolves star Benik Afobe has 
been praised for his professionalism by 
boss Kenny Jackett - who revealed no 
club has made an inquiry to buy the 
striker in the January transfer window. 

Afobe has been on the bench for the 
last two matches with Adam Le Fondre 
preferred up front. 

That has stoked speculation that the 
22-year-old is set to leave Molineux in 
January. 

But Jackett said no discussions had 
taken place over the former Arsenal 
man’s future. 

“There have been no offers or ap¬ 
proaches from any clubs,” he said. “Until 
that happens, nothing happens. 

“Should it build up like last time (in 
the summer) we’ll have to see. 

“As it stands there’s nobody making 
any inquiries, it’s all quiet on that front. 

“No we haven’t had any conversations 
on Benik, other than on making sure he 
scores goals and plays well. In terms of 
anybody coming in for him, if and when 
it happens we’ll discuss it then.” 

Premier League strugglers Norwich 
City lodged three bids for Afobe . 


Penalties send Saddlers to see Dean 



Paul Downing gets the decisive penalty 


Walsall 0 Chesterfield 0 (5-3 pens) 

WALSALL needed penalties to book their place 
in the third round of the FA Cup and a date with 
destiny against Dean Smith’s Brentford. 

The Saddlers, who look set to appoint Sean 
O’Driscoll as manager in the coming days, over¬ 
came Chesterfield following a dismal game at the 
Banks’s Stadium. 

With chances few and far between, the score 
remained at 0-0 throughout 120 minutes with 
Chesterfield skipper Sam Morsy then missing his 
resultant spot-kick. 

But Walsall scored all five of their penalties - 
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with Romaine Sawyers, Jason Demetriou, George 
Evans, Milan Lalkovic and Paul Downing all find¬ 
ing the net to book their trip to Championship 
outfit Brentford. 

Caretaker trio Jon Whitney, John Ward and 
Neil Cutler sprung a selection surprise in naming 
their starting XI for what was potentially their 
last game in charge. 

Sam Mantom, who picked up an ankle injury 
in October’s league clash with Chesterfield, was 
handed his first start since that 2-1 defeat. 
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At Bank’s Stadium, Sean O’Driscoll has been appointed new manager of Walsall 


WALSALL have begun their life 
under a new manager following 
the appointment of Sean O’Dri- 
scoll. 

The former Bournemouth, Doncaster 
and Nottingham Forest boss was offi¬ 
cially unveiled at the Banks’s Stadium 
on Friday after signing an 18 month 
contract. 

He replaces Dean Smith, who joined Brentford 
earlier this month along with his assistant Rich¬ 
ard O’Kelly. 

O’Driscoll previously worked with O’Kelly at 
Doncaster and is also close friends with Smith. 

And now the Wolverhampton-born manager is 
keen to continue the good work started by the 
departed duo. 

“The culture of the club was the main attrac¬ 
tion more than anything else and what everybody 
at the football club has tried to build in the last 
few years,” he said. 

“I said to the chairman and the board of direc¬ 
tors that in football it’s very rare that you get 
to contribute towards developing a culture and 
philosophy. 

Entertained 

“I’ve watched Walsall in the last two or three 
seasons and I’ve been entertained every time. 

“There is an exciting project here and I’m rel¬ 
ishing the opportunity to play my part in seeing 
that project through.” 

O’Driscoll’s appointment has been met with 
widespread appreciation by fans, with more than 
80 per cent backing the move in a poll on a news¬ 
paper website. 

“We are delighted that Sean has agreed to join 
us as our new head coach,” said club chairman 
Jeff Bonser. 

“We believe he is the right man for the job and 
will maintain the club’s philosophy of producing 
young players and playing attractive football.” he 
added. 

“He has already experienced success at this 
level with Bournemouth and Doncaster Rovers, 
and shares the values which lie at the foundation 
of Walsall Football Club. 

“Sean ticks all the boxes in terms of the iden¬ 
tity, blueprint and ethos that we work towards. 


We believe in his ability to advance the football 
club, enhance our growing reputation as a pro¬ 
gressive, forward-thinking organisation and we 
look forward to working closely with him, in what 
we hope will be an exciting new chapter at the 
club.” 

O’Driscoll has vowed not to make wholesale 
changes as inherits a side third in League One 
and which has become known for playing attack¬ 
ing, possession-based football under his predeces¬ 
sor Dean Smith. 

“The attraction to this job is that I’m not fight¬ 
ing to change the culture and to install something 
here.” he said. 


“The principles are already in place. I am not 
going to change anything or suddenly make the 
team something they are not. I am just going to 
try and keep it going. 

“The team is averaging two points a game. If 
it suddenly goes pear shaped, people are going to 
look at it and say what has he done differently? 

“The idea is to keep everything on an even keel 
and try and encourage the players to carry on 
with what they have been doing.” 

O’Driscoll has been out of work since October. 

But he revealed he was only going to return to 
the dugout if the right job was offered to him. 


Sporting get 
revenge to 
make it 10 

Wolves SC 2 AFC Hinckley 1 

WOLVES SC avenged their early season 
defeat against big spending AFC Hinck¬ 
ley and made it 10 Home wins in a row. 

The first big chance of the game came 
Sporting’s way after only five minutes 
as they seized on a poor pass from the 
back to stride clean through on goal and 
his low effort was superbly saved by Sam 
Arnold. 

The opening goal arrived right on the 
stroke of half time as Westwood once 
again read another pass out from the 
defence he then released striker Jon 
Letford who rounded Arnold and fired 
into the net. 

In the opening five minutes of the 
second half LukeStevens made a super 
stop to keep Sporting ahead as the ball 
bounced kindly for the Hinckley for¬ 
ward and with Stevens to beat from a 
tight angle his low near post effort was 
superbly stopped. 

On 70 minutes Hinckley came close 
again as a fizzing cross from the Hinck¬ 
ley right back flew just past the upright. 

Sporting were happy to frustrate 
Hinckley and use their pace on the coun¬ 
ter to cause them problems but Hinckley 
were given a life line with eight minutes 
to go as a rash tackle in the area by 
ShaquileReid saw Hinckley awarded a 
penalty and despite Stevens diving the 
right way the penalty was hit with too 
much venom and nestled into the bot¬ 
tom corner. 

Just one minute later though Sporting 
were awarded a penalty of their own as 
Reid released Sarmento and his blister¬ 
ing run into the area saw him hauled 
down. 

Up stepped top scorer Dan Westwood 
to coolly send Arnold the wrong way. 

Hinckley pushed forward in search of 
an equaliser but the closest they came 
was a goal mouth scramble. 

Things are going 
right for lorfa 

DOMINIC IORFA has hailed Wolves’ re¬ 
cent defensive improvements - and says 
he is enjoying his blossoming right-wing 
partnership with James Henry. 

The 20-year-old recently signed a new 
contract which ties him to the club until 
2019. 

And lorfa said confidence was high 
in the squad despite more points being 
dropped at home to Nottingham Forest 
on Friday, ahead of another televised 
game against Leeds at Molineux tonight. 

“It was definitely two points dropped,” 
he said of the game. 

“We were in control of the game for 
such a long period.” 
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OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


STARTS BOXING DAY 9am 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL THE SUMMER. 

NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES: 

Boxing Day Sat 9am-5.30pm / Sun 27th llam-5pm, Mon 28th 9.30am-6pm / Tues 29th 9.30am-8pm, 
Wed 30th 9.30am-6pm / Thur 31st 9.30am-6pm / New Years Day 10am-6pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Extra discounts throughout the stores this 

Boxing Day - with many savings of 50% 

or more. 

RADIUS swivel recliner chair and 
stool in grey and black 

NORMAL 

£299 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£149 

RONSON 3 seater sofa 

NORMAL 

£799 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 

(with double manual recliners) 

SALE 

£599 

1 PARKER KNOLL - pi SAVANNAH-AN EXTRA £100 OFF I 

| AT LEAST25% OFF EVERYTHING riUS WHEN YOU SPEND £1000 | 

BAYFIELD painted oak extending 
table and 4 chairs 

NORMAL 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 

WILLIS & GAMBIER Haydon table 

NORMAL 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£449 

and 4 Rachael chairs 

SALE 

ANNA complete bedroom (bedstead. 

NORMAL 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£549 

2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 

SALE 

MYERS Elara 

double 2 drawer divan set 

NORMAL 

£599 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£349 

BOWIE double 
fabric bedstead 

NORMAL 

£599 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£299 

RUGS - assorted sizes, 
styles and colours 

SAVEUPTO 1 

60% OFF | 

COLUMBIA stain resistant carpet - 

NORMAL 
£12.95 ni £ 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 1 

£4.95m 2 | 

choice of 20 colours 

SALE^ ^ 

ARTHUR PRICE 

Cutlery dinner sets 

50% OFF 1 

ALL REMAINING STOCK | 



UPHOLSTERY 


VISIT COUSINS EXTENSIVE 
CARPETS, FLOORING & RUGS 
DEPARTMENT 



D PI C P ®ur price P romise 

rmv-c to you, we won't be 
PROMISE beaten on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 

30 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials and 
in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 10th January 2016 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 






































